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In the corridors of the Vatican on the eve
of World War II, American Catholic priest
Joseph Patrick  Hurley  found himself  in
the midst of secret diplomatic dealings
and intense debate. Hurleys deeply felt
American  patriotism  and  fixed  ideas
about confronting Nazism directly led to
a mighty clash with Pope Pius XII. It was
1939, the earliest days of Piuss papacy,
and controversy within the Vatican over
policy toward Nazi Germany was already
heated.  This  groundbreaking  book  is
both a biography of Joseph Hurley, the
first American to achieve the rank of nun-
cio, or Vatican ambassador, and an insid-
ers  view of  the alleged silence of  the
pope on the Holocaust and Nazism. Draw-
ing on Hurleys unpublished archives, the
book documents critical debates in Pope
Piuss Vatican, secret U.S.-Vatican deal-
ings,  the  influence  of  Detroits  flamboy-
ant anti-Semitic priest Charles E. Cough-
lin, and the controversial case of Croa-
tias  Cardinal  Stepinac.  The  book  also

sheds light on the powerful connections
between religion and politics in the twen-
tieth century.
Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District
civil lawsuit settled in favor of Kitzmiller.
Winner of the 2023 PROSE Award for Ex-
cellence in Biological and Life Sciences!
Named a New York Times Notable Book
and  a  Best  Book  of  the  Year  by  The
Economist, Oprah Daily, BookPage, Book
Riot,  the New York Public  Library,  and
more! In The Song of the Cell, the ex-
traordinary author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning The Emperor of All Maladies and
the #1 New York Times bestseller The
Gene “blends cutting-edge research, im-
peccable scholarship, intrepid reporting,
and gorgeous prose into an encyclopedic
study that reads like a literary page-turn-
er” (Oprah Daily). Mukherjee begins this
magnificent  story  in  the  late  1600s,
when a distinguished English polymath,
Robert  Hooke,  and an eccentric  Dutch
cloth-merchant,  Antonie  van  Leeuwen-
hoek looked down their handmade micro-
scopes. What they saw introduced a radi-
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cal concept that swept through biology
and medicine, touching virtually every as-
pect  of  the two sciences,  and altering
both forever. It was the fact that com-
plex living organisms are assemblages of
tiny, self-contained, self-regulating units.
Our organs, our physiology, our selves—-
hearts, blood, brains—are built from th-
ese  compartments.  Hooke  christened
them “cells.” The discovery of cells—and
the reframing of the human body as a
cellular ecosystem—announced the birth
of a new kind of medicine based on the
therapeutic manipulations of cells. A hip
fracture, a cardiac arrest, Alzheimer’s de-
mentia,  AIDS, pneumonia,  lung cancer,
kidney failure, arthritis, COVID pneumoni-
a—all  could be reconceived as the re-
sults of cells, or systems of cells, func-
tioning abnormally. And all could be per-
ceived as loci of cellular therapies. Filled
with writing so vivid, lucid, and suspense-
ful  that  complex  science  becomes
thrilling, The Song of the Cell  tells the
story of how scientists discovered cells,
began to understand them, and are now
using that knowledge to create new hu-
mans. Told in six parts, and laced with
Mukherjee’s  own  experience  as  a  re-
searcher, a doctor, and a prolific reader,
The Song of the Cell is both panoramic
and intimate—a masterpiece on what it
means to be human. “In an account both
lyrical  and capacious,  Mukherjee  takes
us through an evolution of human under-
standing: from the seventeenth-century
discovery that humans are made up of
cells to our cutting-edge technologies for
manipulating and deploying cells for ther-
apeutic purposes” (The New Yorker).
He captures the human as well as the sci-
entific  elements  in  a  drama  played  out
for more than two decades in laborato-
ries  in  Cambridge,  England,  and  Cam-
bridge,  Massachusetts,  in  London  and

Paris, at Caltech and Cold Spring Harbor.
Few books have had such a compelling
tale  to  tell,  and  its  influence  on  science
writing and science history has been pro-
found.
Twenty Centuries of Catholic Christiani-
ty, John C. Dwyer. A history of the church
from its beginnings to the present that
reflects  on  successes  and  failures  over
the  years.
"A dazzling journey across the sciences
and humanities in search of deep laws to
unite  them."  --The  Wall  Street  Journal
One of our greatest living scientists--and
the winner of two Pulitzer Prizes for On
Human Nature and The Ants--gives us a
work of visionary importance that may
be the crowning achievement of his ca-
reer. In Consilience (a word that original-
ly meant "jumping together"), Edward O.
Wilson  renews  the  Enlightenment's
search for a unified theory of knowledge
in disciplines that range from physics to
biology, the social sciences and the hu-
manities. Using the natural sciences as
his model, Wilson forges dramatic links
between  fields.  He  explores  the  chem-
istry of the mind and the genetic bases
of culture. He postulates the biological
principles underlying works of art from
cave-drawings to Lolita.  Presenting the
latest findings in prose of wonderful clari-
ty and oratorical eloquence, and synthe-
sizing  it  into  a  dazzling  whole,  Con-
silience is  science in  the path-clearing
traditions  of  Newton,  Einstein,  and
Richard  Feynman.
The story of how prominent liberal intel-
lectuals reshaped American religious and
secular  institutions to promote a more
democratic, science-centered society. Re-
cent polls show that a quarter of Ameri-
cans  claim  to  have  no  religious  affilia-
tion, identifying instead as atheists, ag-
nostics, or "nothing in particular." A cen-
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tury ago, a small group of American intel-
lectuals who dubbed themselves human-
ists tread this same path, turning to sci-
ence as a major source of spiritual suste-
nance.  In  The  Scientific  Spirit  of  Ameri-
can Humanism, Stephen P. Weldon tells
the fascinating story of this group as it
developed  over  the  twentieth  century,
following the fortunes of a few genera-
tions of radical ministers, academic philo-
sophers,  and  prominent  scientists  who
sought to replace traditional religion with
a modern, liberal, scientific outlook. Wel-
don explores humanism through the net-
works of friendships and institutional rela-
tionships that underlay it, from philoso-
phers preaching in synagogues and min-
isters editing articles of Nobel laureates
to  magicians  invoking  the  scientific
method. Examining the development of
an increasingly antagonistic engagement
between religious conservatives and the
secular culture of the academy, Weldon
explains how this conflict has shaped the
discussion  of  science  and  religion  in
American  culture.  He  also  uncovers  a
less  known—but  equally  influential—sto-
ry about the conflict within humanism it-
self between two very different visions of
science: an aspirational, democratic out-
look held by the followers of John Dewey
on the one hand, and a skeptical, comba-
tive view influenced by logical positivism
on the other. Putting America's distinc-
tive science talk into historical perspec-
tive, Weldon shows how events such as
the Pugwash movement for nuclear disar-
mament, the ongoing evolution contro-
versies,  the  debunking  of  pseudo-s-
cience,  and  the  selection  of  scientists
and  popularizers  like  Carl  Sagan  and
Isaac Asimov as humanist figureheads all
fit  a  distinctly  American  ethos.  Weldon
maintains that this secular ethos gained
much of its influence by tapping into the
idealism found in the American radical re-

ligious tradition that includes the deism
of Thomas Paine, nineteenth-century ra-
tionalism  and  free  thought,  Protestant
modernism,  and  most  important,  Uni-
tarianism. Drawing on archival research,
interviews, and a thorough study of the
main humanist publications, The Scien-
tific  Spirit  of  American  Humanism  re-
veals a new level of detail about the per-
sonal and institutional forces that have
shaped major trends in American secular
culture.  Significantly,  the  book  shows
why special attention to American liberal
religiosity remains critical to a clear un-
derstanding  of  the  scientific  spirit  in
American  culture.
**A Washington Post "Notable Nonfiction
Book of 2016"** ON A TRANQUIL SUM-
MER NIGHT in July 2012, a trio of peace
activists infiltrated the Y-12 National Se-
curity Complex in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
Nicknamed the “Fort Knox of Uranium,”
Y-12 was supposedly one of the most se-
cure sites in the world, a bastion of war-
head parts and hundreds of tons of high-
ly  enriched uranium—enough to power
thousands of nuclear bombs. The three
activists—a  house  painter,  a  Vietnam
War veteran, and an 82-year-old Catholic
nun—penetrated the complex’s exterior
with alarming ease; their strongest tools
were two pairs of bolt cutters and three
hammers.  Once  inside,  these  pacifists
hung protest banners, spray-painted bi-
blical messages, and streaked the walls
with human blood. Then they waited to
be  arrested.  WITH  THE  BREAK-IN  and
their  symbolic  actions,  the  activists
hoped to draw attention to a costly mili-
tary-industrial  complex  that  stockpiles
deadly nukes. But they also triggered a
political  and  legal  firestorm  of  urgent
and  troubling  questions.  What  if  they
had been terrorists? Why do the United
States and Russia  continue to possess
enough nuclear weaponry to destroy the
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world several times over? IN ALMIGHTY,
WASHINGTON POST REPORTER Dan Zak
answers these questions by reexamining
America’s  love-hate relationship to  the
bomb, from the race to achieve atomic
power before the Nazis did to the solemn
70th anniversary of Hiroshima. At a time
of concern about proliferation in such na-
tions as Iran and North Korea, the U.S.
arsenal  is  plagued by its  own security
problems. This life-or-death quandary is
unraveled in Zak’s eye-opening account,
with a cast that includes the biophysicist
who first  educated  the  public  on  atomic
energy, the prophet who predicted the
creation of Oak Ridge, the generations of
activists  propelled  into  resistance  by
their faith, and the Washington bureau-
crats  and diplomats  who are trying to
keep the world safe. Part historical ad-
venture, part courtroom drama, part mo-
ral thriller, Almighty reshapes the accept-
ed  narratives  surrounding  nuclear
weapons  and  shows  that  our  greatest
modern-day threat remains a power we
discovered long ago.
As Americans rethought sex in the twenti-
eth century, the Catholic Church's teach-
ings on the divisive issue of contracep-
tion in marriage were in many ways cen-
tral. In a fascinating history, Leslie Wood-
cock Tentler traces changing attitudes:
from the late nineteenth century, when
religious leaders of  every variety were
largely united in their opposition to con-
traception; to the 1920s, when distilla-
tions of Freud and the works of family
planning reformers like Margaret Sanger
began to reach a popular audience; to
the Depression years, during which even
conservative  Protestant  denominations
quietly dropped prohibitions against mari-
tal birth control. Catholics and Contracep-
tion  carefully  examines  the  intimate
dilemmas of pastoral counseling in mat-
ters of sexual conduct. Tentler makes it

clear that uneasy negotiations were al-
ways necessary between clerical and lay
authority. As the Catholic Church found
itself isolated in its strictures against con-
traception—and the object of damaging
rhetoric in the public debate over legal
birth  control—support  of  the  Church's
teachings  on  contraception  became  a
mark of Catholic identity, for better and
for  worse.  Tentler  draws  on  evidence
from  pastoral  literature,  sermons,  lay
writings, private correspondence, and in-
terviews with fifty-six priests ordained be-
tween 1938 and 1968, concluding, "the
recent history of American Catholicism...
can only be understood by taking birth
control into account."
Thomas  Verner  Moore  (1877-1969)-pri-
est, author, teacher and practical psychi-
atrist-was  one  of  the  first  advocates  of
modern  psychology  among  Roman
Catholics in the United States. In this fas-
cinating  biography  Benedict  Neenan
brings to life this man of staggering ac-
complishments and recounts the many
twists and turns he took in the search for
his  professional  and  spiritual  develop-
ment. Skillfully intertwining the dramatic
interaction between Moore's intense ac-
tivism and his deeply felt need for con-
templation  and  asceticism,  Neenan
points out the many paradoxes and ten-
sions of his rich and eventful life. For ex-
ample, Moore started out in his adult reli-
gious  life  as  a  member  of  one of  the
most  progressive  and  distinctly  Ameri-
can religious communities, the Paulists,
and ended it as a member of one of the
most traditional orders, the Carthusians.
Besides detailing the life of this accom-
plished  man,  this  work  offers  a  glimpse
into American Catholic life American so-
cial  life  in  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth
century.
Keith explores the complex position of
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the  Catholic  Church  in  modern  Viet-
namese history. Much like the revolutio-
nary  ideologies  and  struggles  in  the
name of the Vietnamese nation the revo-
lution  in  Vietnamese  Catholic  life  po-
larized the place of the new Church in
post-colonial Vietnamese politics and so-
ciety.
"There was no such thing as the Scien-
tific Revolution, and this is a book about
it." With this provocative and apparently
paradoxical claim, Steven Shapin begins
his bold vibrant exploration of the origins
of  the  modern  scientific  worldview.
"Shapin's account is informed, nuanced,
and articulated with clarity. . . . This is
not to attack or devalue science but to
reveal its richness as the human endeav-
or  that  it  most  surely  is.  .  .  .Shapin's
book is an impressive achievement."—-
David C. Lindberg, Science "Shapin has
used the crucial 17th century as a plat-
form  for  presenting  the  power  of  sci-
ence-studies  approaches.  At  the  same
time,  he  has  presented  the  period  in
fresh perspective."—Chronicle of Higher
Education "Timely and highly readable . .
.  A  book which every scientist  curious
about  our  predecessors  should  read-
."—Trevor Pinch, New Scientist "It's hard
to believe that there could be a more ac-
cessible, informed or concise account of
how it [the scientific revolution], and we
have come to this. The Scientific Revolu-
tion should be a set text in all the discip-
lines. And in all the indisciplines, too."—A-
dam Phillips,  London  Review  of  Books
"Shapin's treatise on the currents that en-
gendered modern science is a combina-
tion of history and philosophy of science
for the interested and educated layper-
son."—Publishers  Weekly  "Superlative,
accessible, and engaging. . . . Absolute
must-reading."—Robert S. Frey, Bridges
"This vibrant historical exploration of the
origins of modern science argues that in

the 1600s science emerged from a varie-
ty of beliefs, practices, and influences. . .
. This history reminds us that diversity is
part  of  any  intellectual  endeavor."—-
Choice "Most readers will conclude that
there  was  indeed  something  dramatic
enough to be called the Scientific Revolu-
tion going on, and that this is an excel-
lent  book about  it."—Anthony Gottlieb,
The New York Times Book Review
Despite concerted efforts from our educa-
tors,  administrators,  and  government,
American education continues to strug-
gle. The author of this work argues that
the decline can be traced to censored
curricula, inaccurate textbooks, test-driv-
en evaluations,  and increasing poverty
among  the  student  population.  Under
the definition of "failure" specified in the
No Child Left Behind Act, more than 80
percent of American schools could cur-
rently  be  labeled  as  failing,  while  the
quality  of  American  education  overall
and our students' performance continue
to rank unfavorably against international
competition. This book examines the cri-
sis  in  American  education  and  identifies
how weaknesses in textbooks, teaching,
and testing have created the crisis fac-
ing American education—a topic that dra-
matically affects students, teachers, and
parents. Author Herbert N. Foerstel ex-
poses the textbook "wars" that began a
century ago and rage on with even more
venom today. His book traces the legal
basis for curricular censorship that dates
back 75 years; identifies the bizarre pro-
cess  by  which  shoddy  textbooks  have
been written, published, and come to be
widely accepted; and documents the dis-
astrous effect that reliance on these ma-
terials has had on the curriculum. Foers-
tel also supplies a careful assessment of
the current political debate over educa-
tion  reform and of  the  proposed solu-
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tions to these problems.
Richard C. Atkinson’s eight-year tenure
as president of the University of Califor-
nia  (1995–2003)  reflected  the  major  is-
sues facing California itself: the state’s
emergence as the world’s leading knowl-
edge-based economy and the rapidly ex-
panding size and diversity of its popula-
tion. As this selection of President Atkin-
son’s speeches and papers reveals, his
administration  was  marked  by  innova-
tive approaches that deliberately shaped
U.C.’s role in this changing California. Th-
ese writings tell the story of the national
controversy over the SAT and Atkinson’s
successful  challenge to  the dominance
of  the  seventy-five-year-old  college  en-
trance examination. They also highlight
other  issues  with  national  significance:
U.C.’s experiments with race-neutral ad-
missions programs; the challenges fac-
ing academic libraries and the Universi-
ty’s pioneering activities with the Califor-
nia Digital Library; and the University’s
involvement in new paradigms of indus-
try-university research. Together, these
speeches and papers open a window on
an eventful period in the history of the
nation’s leading public research universi-
ty and the history of American higher ed-
ucation.
Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission is to
engage our community through provoca-
tive writing, authoritative reporting, and
superlative  design  that  illuminate  the
people, the issues, the trends, and the
events  that  define  our  city.  The  mag-
azine informs, challenges, and entertains
our  readers  each month  while  helping
them make intelligent choices, not only
about what they do and where they go,
but what they think about matters of im-
portance to the community and the re-
gion.  Atlanta  magazine’s  editorial  mis-
sion is to engage our community through
provocative writing, authoritative report-

ing, and superlative design that illumi-
nate the people, the issues, the trends,
and the events that  define our city.  The
magazine informs, challenges, and enter-
tains our readers each month while help-
ing them make intelligent choices,  not
only about what they do and where they
go, but what they think about matters of
importance to the community and the re-
gion.
With more and more interest in how com-
ponents of biological systems interact, it
is  important to understand the various
aspects of systems biology. Kinetic Mod-
elling in Systems Biology focuses on one
of the main pillars in the future develop-
ment  of  systems  biology.  It  explores
both the methods and applications of ki-
netic  modeling  in  this  emerging  field.
The book introduces the basic biological
cellular network concepts in the context
of cellular functioning, explains the main
aspects of the Edinburgh Pathway Editor
(EPE)  software package,  and discusses
the process of constructing and verifying
kinetic models. It presents the features,
user interface, and examples of DBSolve
as well as the principles of modeling indi-
vidual enzymes and transporters. The au-
thors describe how to construct kinetic
models of intracellular systems on the ba-
sis  of  models  of  individual  enzymes.
They also illustrate how to apply the prin-
ciples of kinetic modeling to collect all
available  information  on  the  energy
metabolism  of  whole  organelles,  con-
struct a kinetic model, and predict the re-
sponse of the organelle to changes in ex-
ternal conditions. The final chapter focus-
es on applications of kinetic modeling in
biotechnology and biomedicine. Encour-
aging readers to think about future chal-
lenges, this book will help them unders-
tand the kinetic modeling approach and
how  to  apply  it  to  solve  real- l i fe
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problems. CD-ROM Features Extensively
used throughout the text for pathway vi-
sualization and illustration, the EPE soft-
ware is available on the accompanying
CD-ROM. The CD also includes pathway
diagrams in  several  graphical  formats,
DBSolve installation with examples, and
all models from the book with dynamic vi-
sualization of simulation results, allowing
readers to perform in silico simulations
and use the models as templates for fur-
ther applications.
What is a stem cell? We have a basic
working  definition,  but  the  way  we  ob-
serve a stem cell function in a dish may
not represent how it functions in a living
organism. Only this is clear: Stem cells
are the engine room of multicelluar or-
ganisms—both plants and animals. How-
ever, controversies, breakthroughs, and
frustration  continue  to  swirl  in  eternal
storms through this rapidly moving area
of research. But what does the average
person make of all this, and how can an
interested scholar probe this vast sea of
information? The Encyclopedia of Stem
Cell  Research provides a clear unders-
tanding of  the basic  concepts  in  stem
cell  biology and addresses the politics,
ethics,  and challenges  currently  facing
the  field.  While  stem  cells  are  exciting
alone, they are also clearly fueling the
traditional areas of developmental biolo-
gy  and  the  field  of  regenerative
medicine.  These  two  volumes  present
more than 320 articles that explore ma-
jor  topics  related to the emerging sci-
ence of stem cell research and therapy.
Key  Features  ·  Describes  the  different
types of stem cells that have been report-
ed so far and, where possible, tries to ex-
plain for each age, tissue, and species
what is known about the biology of the
cells  and  their  history  ·  Captures  a
strong sense of stem cell  biology as it
stands  today  and  provides  the  reader

with  a  reference manual  to  probe the
mysteries of the field · Considers various
religious, legal, and political perspectives
· Includes selected reprints of major jour-
nal  articles  that  pertain  to  the  miles-
tones achieved in stem cell  research ·
Elucidates stem cell terminology for the
nonscientist. Key Themes · Biology · Clini-
cal Trials · Countries · Diseases · Ethics ·
History and Technology · Industry · Insti-
tutions · Legal · Organizations · People ·
Politics · Religion · States With contribu-
tions from scholars and institutional ex-
perts  in  the  stem cell  and  social  sci-
ences, this Encyclopedia provides a pri-
marily  nonscientific  resource  to  unders-
tanding the complexities of stem cell re-
search for academic and public libraries.
A Pulitzer Prize--winning editorialist and
a former syndicated columnist, Edwin M.
Yoder Jr. spent forty years as a newspa-
per  journalist.  Telling  Others  What  to
Think, he writes, is about "an education
in its broadest sense," the experiences
and personal influences that formed him.
Yoder became a full-time editorial writer
at the early age of twenty-four, and he
traces his  aptitude for  punditry  to  the
southern  storytelling  tradition,  a  long
family heritage of scholars and school-
teachers, and his father's being "opinio-
nated"  --  in  the  better  sense  of  that
word. Journalism, Yoder says, was a way
to be a writer and still put bread on the
table,  and  throughout  his  career,  he
would excel as a prose craftsman. After
graduating from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill -- where he edited
the Daily Tar Heel -- he studied at Oxford
as a Rhodes Scholar and then returned
to his home state, a place celebrated for
lively  newspaper  editorial  writing.  First
at the Charlotte News and then at the
Greensboro Daily News, Yoder took on
the  Birch  Society  and  segregation,
among other targets. Throughout his me-
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moir, he credits unbidden good fortune --
rather  than  any  planned  path  --  with
shaping his  destiny.  The call  to  go  to
Washington, D.C. -- a "Mecca for journal-
ists"  --  as  editorial  page editor  of  the
Star was more good luck in Yoder's view.
He won a Pulitzer at the Star in 1979,
and when that paper folded in 1981, he
joined  the  Washington  Post  Writers
Group as a syndicated columnist. For fif-
teen years his column appeared in many
major  regional  newspapers  around the
country and abroad in London and Paris.
In  his  book,  Yoder  is  most  compelling
when  describing  the  pleasures  and
hazards of maintaining professional and
social  relationships  with  people  in  the
arena of politics and public life -- includ-
ing Washington Post editorial page editor
Meg Greenfield, U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Lewis Powell, writer and editor Willie
Morris, and Georgetown University presi-
dent Father Timothy Healy. Circumspect,
forthright,  and  generous  in  his  reflec-
tions,  Yoder  the  man  and  the  pundit
prove to be the same. An appendix pre-
sents  a  portfolio  of  his  past  columns,
sage advice to the aspiring opinion writ-
er, and thoughts on the tabloidization of
news in recent years. A rich and intrigu-
ing personal story of someone whose job
it was to comment on the events of the
day, Ed Yoder's Telling Others What to
Think speaks eloquently as well  of the
wider world of American politics and cul-
ture.
In December 2004, following a Pennsylva-
nian school board's decision to allow in-
telligent design to be taught in a high-s-
chool  biology  class,  11  parents  sued,
sparking  a  constitutional  challenge.
Here,  reporter  Lebo  traces  the  com-
pelling story of this pivotal case descibed
by some as a perfect storm' of religious
intolerence and an assault on American

science education. Lebo follows the story
through  its  suprising  twists,  pondering
whether this was a national war playing
out in a small town battle or a small--
town political battle playing out on the
US stage.'
In his acclaimed Madonnas That Maim,
Michael Carroll began his systematic ex-
amination of popular Catholicism in Italy.
Now,  in  Veiled  Threats,  Carroll  delves
more deeply into the distinctive charac-
ter of Italian popular Catholicism. He ex-
plores in detail the complex relationship
between popular and official Catholicism
in Italy from the fifteenth century to the
present, bringing to light a considerable
body of recent Italian scholarship on the
Catholic experience in Italy never before
translated  into  English.  Carroll  places
special emphasis on miraculous images
and the cults that form around them, on
public performances such as self-flagella-
tion during Holy Week processions,  on
devotion to  souls  in  Purgatory,  on the
success of preaching orders in adapting
to local beliefs, on the role of relics and
the incorrupt  bodies  of  saints,  and on
differing responses to the Reformation in
northern and southern Italy. Throughout
Veiled Threats, Carroll  discovers in the
beliefs and practices of popular Catholi-
cism and implicit logic and vital creativi-
ty  that  reflect  local  experiences  and
needs far removed from those of official
Catholicism.
Contrary  to  popular  belief  fostered  in
countless  school  classrooms  the  world
over, Christopher Columbus did not dis-
cover that the earth was round. The idea
of a spherical world had been widely ac-
cepted in educated circles from as early
as the fourth century B.C. Yet, bizarrely,
it was not until the supposedly more ra-
tional nineteenth century that the notion
of  a  flat  earth  really  took  hold.  Even
more bizarrely, it persists to this day, de-
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spite Apollo missions and widely publi-
cized pictures of the decidedly spherical
Earth from space. Based on a range of
original  sources,  Garwood's  history  of
flat-Earth  beliefs---from  the  Babylonians
to the present day---raises issues central
to the history and philosophy of science,
its relationship to religion and the mak-
ing of human knowledge about the natu-
ral world. Flat Earth is the first definitive
study of one of history's most notorious
and persistent ideas,  and it  evokes all
the intellectual, philosophical, and spiritu-
al turmoil  of the modern age. Ranging
from ancient Greece, through Victorian
England, to modern-day America, this is
a story that encompasses religion, sci-
ence, and pseudoscience, as well  as a
spectacular array of people and places.
Where else could eccentric  aristocrats,
fundamentalist preachers, and conspira-
cy  theorists  appear  alongside  Coperni-
cus, Newton, and NASA, except in an ac-
count  of  such a  legendary  misconcep-
tion? Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminat-
ing, Flat Earth is social and intellectual
history at its best.
Fifty  years  ago,  Dorothy  Day sold  the
first issue of the Catholic Worker in New
York,  and one of  the most remarkable
newspapers  in  American  history  was
born. It advocated something revolutio-
nary  for  1933  America:  the  union  of
Catholicism with  a  passionate  concern
for social justice and with personal ac-
tivism. Today, the Catholic Worker, still a
monthly with some 100,000 subscribers,
remains  a  leader  in  pacifism  and  social
justice activism. The dean of American
journalism historians, Edwin Emery, re-
cently acknowledged the extremely sig-
nificant role of the Catholic Worker in the
history of advocacy and religious journal-
ism. Dorothy Day and the Catholic Work-
er examines Dorothy Day's vital role as

editor,  publisher,  and  chief  writer--the
person who guided the paper's content
and tone--until her death in 1980 at the
age of  83.  A devout  Catholic,  Dorothy
Day never criticized the Church's teach-
ings--only its failure to live up to them.
Her  determined  leadership  gave  the
Catholic Worker its consistency and conti-
nuity  through  even  those  periods  in
American history most hostile to its mes-
sage.  Dorothy  Day  and  the  Catholic
Worker  is  the  first  full-length,  scholarly
study of the newspaper. Drawing primari-
ly on the Dorothy Day-Catholic Worker
Collection  at  Marquette  University  and
on interviews with former Catholic Work-
er editors from the 1930s on, it traces
the  paper's  history,  highlighting  crisis
points such as the Spanish Civil War and
World War II, when individuals selling the
Catholic Worker were sometimes beaten
in the streets. During the McCarthy era,
the Korean War, and the war in Vietnam,
the Catholic Worker maintained its com-
mitment to peace and social justice. A
final  chapter  links  the  Catholic  bishops'
recent pastoral letter on nuclear warfare
with the peace leadership provided by
the Catholic Worker.
Respectfully  Catholic  and  Scientific
traces the unexpected manner in which
several  influential  liberal-progressive
Catholics  tried to shape how evolution
and birth control were framed and debat-
ed in the public square in the era be-
tween the World  Wars--  and the unin-
tended  consequences  of  their  efforts.  A
small but influential cadre of Catholic pri-
ests professionally trained in social sci-
ences,  Frs.  John  Montgomery  Cooper,
John A. Ryan, and John A. O’Brien, gained
a hearing from mainline public intellectu-
als largely by engaging in dialogue on th-
ese topics using the lingua franca of the
age, science, to the near exclusion of reli-
gious argumentation. The Catholics’ ap-
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proach was more than just tactical. It al-
so  derived  from  the  subtle  influence  of
Catholic theological Modernism, with its
strong enthusiasm for science, and from
an inclination toward scientism inherited
from the Progressive Era’s social science
milieu. All three shared a fervent desire
to translate the Catholic ethos, as they
understood it, into the vocabulary of the
modern age while  circumventing anti--
Catholic attitudes in the process. Howev-
er, their method resulted in a series of
unintended consequences whereby their
arguments were not infrequently co-opt-
ed and used against both them and the
institutional church they served. Alexan-
der Pavuk considers the complex role of
both  liberal  religious  figures  and  scien-
tific  elites  in  evolution  and  birth  control
discourse, and how each contributed in
unexpected ways to the reconstruction
of those topics in public culture. The re-
construction saw the topics themselves
shift  from  matters  considered  largely
within moral frameworks into bodies of
kno
This volume examines the lives of more
than thirty-five key personalities in Latin
American law with a focus on how their
Christian faith was a factor in molding
the evolution  of  law in  their  countries
and the region. The book is a significant
contribution to our ability to understand
the work and perspectives of jurists and
their effect on legal development in Latin
America.  The  individuals  selected  for
study exhibit wide-ranging areas of ex-
pertise from private law and codification,
through national public law and constitu-

tional law, to international developments
that left their mark on the region and the
world.  The chapters discuss the jurists
within  their  historical,  intellectual,  and
political context. The editors selected ju-
rists after extensive consultation with le-
gal historians in various countries of the
region looking at  the jurist’s  particular
merits,  contributions to law in general,
religious  perspective,  and  importance
within the specific country and period un-
der consideration. Giving the work a di-
versity of international and methodologi-
cal perspectives, the chapters have been
written  by  distinguished  legal  scholars
and historians from Latin  America and
around the world. The collection will ap-
peal to scholars, lawyers, and students
interested in the interplay between law
and religion. Political, social, legal, and
religious historians among other readers
will find, for the first time in English, au-
thoritative treatments of the region’s es-
sential legal thinkers and authors. Stu-
dents and other who may not read Span-
ish will appreciate these clear, accessi-
ble, and engaging English studies of the
region’s great jurists.
How will  patterns of human interaction
with the earth's  eco-system impact on
biodiversity loss over the long term--not
in the next ten or even fifty years, but on
the vast temporal scale be dealt with by
earth scientists? This volume brings to-
gether  data  from  population  biology,
community ecology,  comparative biolo-
gy, and paleontology to answer this ques-
tion.


