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The hybrid language of the frontier is revealed in this compilation
of terms used by the cattlemen, frontiersmen, scouts, cowboys,
and gamblers.
This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Native American
Movements contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes,
and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over
200  cross-referenced  entries  on  important  personalities,  lan-
guage, religion, politics, and the environment.
When Henry David Thoreau went for his daily walk, he would con-
sult his instincts on which direction to follow. More often than not
his inner compass pointed west or southwest. "The future lies that
way to me," he explained, "and the earth seems more unexhaust-
ed and richer on that side." In his own imaginative way, Thoreau
was imitating the countless young pioneers, prospectors, and en-
trepreneurs who were zealously following Horace Greeley's fa-
mous advice to "go west." Yet while the epic chapter in American
history  opened  by  these  adventurous  men  and  women  is  filled
with stories of frontier hardship, we rarely think of one of their
greatest problems--the lack of  water resources.  And the same
difficulty that made life so troublesome for early settlers remains
one of the most pressing concerns in the western states of the
late-twentieth century.The American West, blessed with an abun-
dance of earth and sky but cursed with a scarcity of life's most
fundamental need, has long dreamed of harnessing all its rivers
to  produce  unlimited  wealth  and  power.  In  Rivers  of  Empire,
award-winning historian Donald  Worster  tells  the story  of  this
dream and its outcome. He shows how, beginning in the mid-nine-
teenth century,  Mormons were the first  attempting to make that
dream a reality, damming and diverting rivers to irrigate their
land. He follows this intriguing history through the 1930s, when
the federal government built hundreds of dams on every major
western river,  thereby laying the foundation for the cities and
farms, money and power of today's West. Yet while these cities
have become paradigms of modern American urban centers, and
the farms successful high-tech enterprises, Worster reminds us
that the costs have been extremely high. Along with the wealth
has come massive ecological damage, a redistribution of power to
bureaucratic and economic elites, and a class conflict still  on the
upswing. As a result, the future of this "hydraulic West" is increas-
ingly uncertain, as water continues to be a scarce resource, inade-
quate to the demand, and declining in quality.Rivers of Empire
represents a radically new vision of the American West and its his-
torical significance. Showing how ecological change is inextricably
intertwined with social evolution, and reevaluating the old mythic
and  celebratory  approach  to  the  development  of  the  West,
Worster offers the most probing, critical analysis of the region to
date. He shows how the vast region encompassing our western
states, while founded essentially as colonies, have since become
the true seat of the American "Empire." How this imperial West
rose out of desert, how it altered the course of nature there, and
what it has meant for Thoreau's (and our own) mythic search for
freedom and the American Dream, are the central themes of this
eloquent and thought-provoking story--a story that begins and
ends with water.
This new dictionary provides a ready reference to essential terms
and phrases used in all areas of law and business, including ac-
counting, banking, civil law, civil procedure, contracts, corporate
law, criminal law, criminal procedure, economics, intellectual prop-
erty, labor law, real property, secured transactions, securities law,
and torts. Written by an American attorney who is also an accredit-
ed translator, it provides complete coverage of terminology used
in all Spanish-speaking countries, not just those countries where
the other bilingual dictionaries on the market were written (i.e.,
Spain and Argentina). Accordingly, it is the only source for transla-
tions of terms that are unique to countries such as Colombia, Peru
and Venezuela. The dictionary was thoroughly researched using
original documents and monolingual dictionaries from the Span-
ish-speaking various countries and is thus authoritative and up-to--
date. No lawyer or translator who works with Spanish legal and
business documents can afford to be without it.
Western movies are full of images of swaggering outlaws brought
to  justice  by  valiant  lawmen  shooting  them  down  in  daring
gunfights before riding off into the sunset.  In reality it  would not
have happened that way. Real lawmen did not simply walk away
from  a  gunfight--they  had  to  face  the  legal  system  and  justify
shooting a civilian in the line of duty. Providing a more realistic
view of criminal justice in the Old West, this history focuses on
how criminals came into conflict with the law and how the law re-
sponded. The process is described in detail, from the common
crimes of the day--such as train robbery and cattle theft--to the

methods of apprehending criminals to their adjudication and pun-
ishment by incarceration, flogging or hanging.
Characters in some languages, particularly Hebrew and Arabic,
may not display properly due to device limitations. Translitera-
tions of terms appear before the representations in foreign charac-
ters. This is an encyclopedic dictionary of close to 400 important
philosophical, literary, and political terms and concepts that defy
easy—or  any—translation  from  one  language  and  culture  to
another. Drawn from more than a dozen languages, terms such as
Dasein (German), pravda (Russian), saudade (Portuguese), and
stato (Italian) are thoroughly examined in all their cross-linguistic
and cross-cultural complexities. Spanning the classical, medieval,
early  modern,  modern,  and  contemporary  periods,  these  are
terms that influence thinking across the humanities. The entries,
written by more than 150 distinguished scholars, describe the ori-
gins and meanings of each term, the history and context of its us-
age, its translations into other languages, and its use in notable
texts. The dictionary also includes essays on the special charac-
teristics of particular languages--English, French, German, Greek,
Italian, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. Originally published in
French, this one-of-a-kind reference work is now available in En-
glish for the first time, with new contributions from Judith Butler,
Daniel Heller-Roazen, Ben Kafka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth Rein-
hard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, An-
thony  Vidler,  Susan  Wolfson,  Robert  J.  C.  Young,  and  many
more.The result is an invaluable reference for students, scholars,
and general readers interested in the multilingual lives of some of
our most influential words and ideas. Covers close to 400 impor-
tant  philosophical,  literary,  and  political  terms that  defy  easy
translation between languages and cultures Includes terms from
more than a dozen languages Entries written by more than 150
distinguished thinkers Available in English for the first time, with
new contributions by Judith Butler, Daniel Heller-Roazen, Ben Kaf-
ka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth Reinhard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, Anthony Vidler, Susan Wolfson,
Robert J. C. Young, and many more Contains extensive cross-refer-
ences and bibliographies An invaluable resource for students and
scholars across the humanities
Defines the usage, meaning, and background of words and phras-
es from the language of the Western frontier
When Henry David Thoreau went for his daily walk, he would con-
sult his instincts on which direction to follow. More often than not
his inner compass pointed west or southwest. "The future lies that
way to me," he explained, "and the earth seems more unexhaust-
ed and richer on that side." In his own imaginative way, Thoreau
was imitating the countless young pioneers, prospectors, and en-
trepreneurs who were zealously following Horace Greeley's fa-
mous advice to "go west." Yet while the epic chapter in American
history  opened  by  these  adventurous  men  and  women  is  filled
with stories of frontier hardship, we rarely think of one of their
greatest problems--the lack of  water resources.  And the same
difficulty that made life so troublesome for early settlers remains
one of the most pressing concerns in the western states of the
late-twentieth century. The American West, blessed with an abun-
dance of earth and sky but cursed with a scarcity of life's most
fundamental need, has long dreamed of harnessing all its rivers
to  produce  unlimited  wealth  and  power.  In  Rivers  of  Empire,
award-winning historian Donald  Worster  tells  the story  of  this
dream and its outcome. He shows how, beginning in the mid-nine-
teenth century,  Mormons were the first  attempting to make that
dream a reality, damming and diverting rivers to irrigate their
land. He follows this intriguing history through the 1930s, when
the federal government built hundreds of dams on every major
western river,  thereby laying the foundation for the cities and
farms, money and power of today's West. Yet while these cities
have become paradigms of modern American urban centers, and
the farms successful high-tech enterprises, Worster reminds us
that the costs have been extremely high. Along with the wealth
has come massive ecological damage, a redistribution of power to
bureaucratic and economic elites, and a class conflict still  on the
upswing. As a result, the future of this "hydraulic West" is increas-
ingly uncertain, as water continues to be a scarce resource, inade-
quate to the demand, and declining in quality. Rivers of Empire
represents a radically new vision of the American West and its his-
torical significance. Showing how ecological change is inextricably
intertwined with social evolution, and reevaluating the old mythic
and  celebratory  approach  to  the  development  of  the  West,
Worster offers the most probing, critical analysis of the region to
date. He shows how the vast region encompassing our western
states, while founded essentially as colonies, have since become
the true seat of the American "Empire." How this imperial West

rose out of desert, how it altered the course of nature there, and
what it has meant for Thoreau's (and our own) mythic search for
freedom and the American Dream, are the central themes of this
eloquent and thought-provoking story--a story that begins and
ends with water.
With original  primary source documents,  this  anthology brings
readers  into  the  vast  unknown  19th-century  American  West-
—through the eyes of the explorers who saw it for the first time. •
Collects primary source materials such as journal entries, book ex-
cerpts, and maps from various 19th-century American explorers,
enabling readers to "discover" the vast unknown American West,
as seen for the first time by those of European descent • Includes
a topical guide to aid readers in cross-referencing entries • Pre-
sents illustrations and photographs as well as original textual doc-
uments and maps
A groundbreaking history of how the US Post made the nineteen-
th-century  American  West.  There  were  five  times  as  many  post
offices in the United States in 1899 than there are McDonald's res-
taurants today. During an era of supposedly limited federal gov-
ernment, the United States operated the most expansive national
postal system in the world. In this cutting-edge interpretation of
the  late  nineteenth-century  United  States,  Cameron  Blevins
argues that  the US Post  wove together  two of  the  era's  defining
projects: western expansion and the growth of state power. Be-
tween the 1860s and the early 1900s, the western United States
underwent a truly dramatic reorganization of people, land, capital,
and resources. It had taken Anglo-Americans the better part of
two hundred years to occupy the eastern half of the continent,
yet they occupied the West within a single generation. As millions
of settlers moved into the region, they relied on letters and news-
papers, magazines and pamphlets, petitions and money orders to
stay connected to the wider world. Paper Trails maps the spread
of the US Post using a dataset of more than 100,000 post offices,
revealing a new picture of the federal government in the West.
The western postal network bore little resemblance to the civil ser-
vice bureaucracies typically associated with government institu-
tions. Instead, the US Post grafted public mail service onto private
businesses, contracting with stagecoach companies to carry the
mail and paying local merchants to distribute letters from their
stores. These arrangements allowed the US Post to rapidly spin
out a vast and ephemeral web of postal infrastructure to thou-
sands of distant places. The postal network's sprawling geography
and localized operations forces a reconsideration of the American
state, its history, and the ways in which it exercised power.
Did you ever need to spell “dogie” (as in, get-along-little), or need
to know what a “sakey” is? This is the book that can tell you how
to  spell,  pronounce,  and  define  over  5,000  terms  relative  to  the
American West. Want to know what a “breachy” cow is? Turn to
page 43 to learn that it’s an adjective used to describe a cow that
has  a  tendency  to  find  her  way  through  fences  where  she  isn’t
supposed to  be.  Describes some teenagers  we know… Spend
hours perusing the dictionary at random, or read straight through
to give you a flavor of the West from its beginnings to contempo-
rary days. Laced with photographs and maps, the Dictionary of
the American West will  make you sound like an expert on all
things Western, even if you don’t know your dingus from a dinner
plate. Compiled of words brought into English from Native Ameri-
cans, emigrants, Mormons, Hispanics, migrant workers, loggers,
and fur trappers, the dictionary opens up history and culture in an
enchanting way. From “Aarigaa!” to “zopilote,” the Dictionary of
the American West is a “valuable book, a treasure for any literate
American’s library.” (Tony Hillerman)
In life and in death, fame and glory eluded Zebulon Montgomery
Pike (1779–1813). The ambitious young military officer and explor-
er, best known for a mountain peak that he neither scaled nor
named, was destined to live in the shadows of more famous con-
temporaries—explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. This
collection of thought-provoking essays rescues Pike from his unde-
served obscurity. It does so by providing a nuanced assessment
of Pike and his actions within the larger context of American impe-
rial  ambition  in  the  time of  Jefferson.  Pike’s  accomplishments  as
an explorer and mapmaker and as a soldier during the War of
1812 has been tainted by his alleged connection to Aaron Burr’s
conspiracy to separate the trans-Appalachian region from the Unit-
ed  States.  For  two  hundred  years  historians  have  debated
whether Pike was an explorer or a spy, whether he knew about
the Burr Conspiracy or was just a loyal foot soldier. This book
moves  beyond  that  controversy  to  offer  new  scholarly  perspec-
tives on Pike’s career. The essayists—all prominent historians of
the  American  West—examine  Pike’s  expeditions  and  writings,
which provided an image of  the  Southwest  that  would  shape
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American culture for decades. John Logan Allen explores Pike’s
contributions to science and cartography; James P. Ronda and Leo
E. Oliva address his relationships with Native peoples and Spanish
officials; Jay H. Buckley chronicles Pike’s life and compares Pike to
other Jeffersonian explorers; Jared Orsi discusses the impact of his
expeditions on the environment; and William E. Foley examines
his role in Burr’s conspiracy. Together the essays assess Pike’s ac-
complishments and shortcomings as an explorer, soldier, empire
builder,  and family man.  Pike’s  1810 journals  and maps gave
Americans an important glimpse of the headwaters of the Missis-
sippi and the southwestern borderlands, and his account of the op-
portunities for trade between the Mississippi Valley and New Mexi-
co  offered  a  blueprint  for  the  Santa  Fe  Trail.  This  volume  is  the
first in more than a generation to offer new scholarly perspectives
on the career of an overlooked figure in the opening of the Ameri-
can West.
As the railroads opened up the American West to settlers in the
last  half  of  the  19th  Century,  the  Plains  Indians  made their  final
stand and cattle ranches spread from Texas to Montana. Eminent
Western author Dee Brown here illuminates the struggle between
these three groups as they fought for a place in this new lands-
cape. The result is both a spirited national saga and an authorita-
tive  historical  account  of  the  drive  for  order  in  an uncharted
wilderness,  illustrated throughout with maps,  photographs and
ephemera from the period.
From an early age, Noah Webster was an odd fellow who liked to
talk big and loved learning. He thought America needed its own
national language and knew he was just the man to create it. He
started  with  a  speller,  including  everyday  words  like  "scab,"
"grub," and "mop," and moved on to create a small dictionary. He
rode around on a horse, selling his books by hand. Then Noah de-
cided to compile a complete and comprehensive dictionary of
American English. He thought the book would take him five years
to  finish.  It  took  twenty,  but  his  dictionary  today  is  the  second--
most printed book in the English language.
Have you ever wanted to know how to talk like an old time cow-
boy? This book has the words and phrases for any western event.
Western slang and sayings are excellent for parties, for introduc-
tions and for commentators at western events.
Historical Dictionary of the United States contains a chronology,
an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary sec-
tion has more than 400 cross-referenced entries on important per-
sonalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy,
foreign relations, religion, and culture.
"Western  Lore  and  Language  is  the  first  dictionary  to  document
the extraordinary range of words that are an integral part of the
West, old and new. Focusing on words that either originated in
the West (forty-niner, skookum, quaking aspen), are used mainly
in the West (butte, skink, Spanish sword), or are associated with
the West (mesa, rodeo, surfer), Thomas Clark has compiled an en-
tertaining  and  essential  reference  of  the  Western  word.  This
generously  illustrated  resource  gives  readers  everything  they
need to talk western: a pinch of Border Spanish, (Tex-Mex, Teja-
na, Spanglish), some California Mellow, a generous portion of Old
West, and a broad scoop of New West (from vineyard cultivation
to Valley Girl vapidity). For more serious readers, the dictionary al-
so  offers  complete  lexicological  entries  for  each  word  -  part  of
speech, pronunciation, definition, source, etymology, dates, cross-
references,  and  editorial  comments."--BOOK JACKET.Title  Sum-
mary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Re-
served

In response to a recent surge of interest in Native American histo-
ry, culture, and lore, Hippocrene brings you a concise and straight-
forward dictionary of the Navajo tongue. The dictionary is de-
signed to aid Navajos learning English as well as English speakers
interested in acquiring knowledge of Navajo. The largest of all the
Native American tribes, the Navajo number about 125,000 and
live mostly on reservations in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.
Over 9,000 entries; A detailed section on Navajo pronunciation; A
comprehensive,  modern  vocabulary;  Useful,  everyday  expres-
sions.
Peter Martin recounts the patriotic fervor in the early American re-
public to produce a definitive national dictionary that would rival
Samuel Johnson's 1755 Dictionary of the English Language. But
what began as a cultural war of independence from Britain de-
volved into a battle among lexicographers, authors, scholars, and
publishers, all vying for dictionary supremacy and shattering for-
ever the dream of a unified American language.
This encyclopedia is a biographical dictionary of some 1,000 wom-
en artists of the American West. The product of a twenty-year,
coast-to-coast  research  project  by  authors  Phil  Kovinick  and
Marian  Yoshiki-Kovinick,  it  offers  accurate,  concise  introductions
to women painters, graphic artists, and sculptors, all  of whom
achieved recognition as depictors of Western subjects between
the 1840s and 1980. Their styles range from representationalism
to early modernism, while their works depict everything from bold
landscapes and scenes of intensive action to studies of Native
Americans,  pioneers,  ranchers,  farmers,  wildlife,  and  flora.  Each
entry in the encyclopedia features the salient facts of the artist's
life and career, with attention to her work with Western subject
matter. Many of the entries also contain a selected list of the
artist's exhibitions, current locations of her work in public collec-
tions, pertinent references, and a black-and-white example of her
work. An overview of the history of women in western art comple-
ments the biographical entries.
Here in one volume is a complete guide to cowboy-speak. Like
many of today's foreign language guides, this handy book is or-
ganized not alphabetically but situationally, lest readers find them-
selves in Texas at a loss for words.
This extraordinarily comprehensive, well-documented, biographi-
cal  dictionary  of  some 1,500 photographers  (and workers  en-
gaged  in  photographically  related  pursuits)  active  in  western
North America before 1865 is enriched by some 250 illustrations.
Far from being simply a reference tool, the book provides a rich
trove of fascinating narratives that cover both the professional
and personal lives of a colorful cast of characters.
Western Words has 5,000 words of cowboy language as vibrant
now as it was in the old American frontier. "Within the cowman's
figures  of  speech  lie  the  rich  field  of  his  subtle  humor  and
strength-unique, original, full-flavored. With his usually limited ed-
ucation he squeezes the juice from language, molds it to suit his
needs, and is a genius at making a verb out of anything. He 'don't
have  to  fish  'round  for  no  decorated  language  to  make  his
meanin' clear, ' and has little patience with the man who 'spouts
words that run eight to the pound.' Perhaps the strength and origi-
nality in his speech are due to the solitude, the nearness of the
stars, the bigness of the country, and the far horizons-all of which
give him a chance to think clearly and go into the depths of his
own mind. Wide spaces 'don't breed chatterboxes.' On his long
and lonely rides, he is not forced to listen to the scandal and idle
gossip that dwarf a man's mind. Quite frequently he has no one to
talk to but a horse..." -from the author's Introduction
A popular history of the Americna West form 1840 to 1900 center-

ing on theree subjects: Native Americans, settlers, and ranchers.
A new book in the distinguished Oxford Illustrated History series,
The Oxford History of the American West provides a lively narra-
tive history of the West--its heritage, its continuing expansion, its
transformation from frontier to settlement to urban cityscapes,
and its continuing hold on the imagination of writers, artists, and
dreamers all over the world. Reflecting the ground-breaking work
of more than two dozen leading contemporary scholars, the book-
features a set of truly outstanding contributors, including Richard
Maxwell Brown on violence during the era of western expansion;
Kathleen Conzen on families and communities during the same pe-
riod; William J. Cronon on the West's contrasting landscapes of
abundance and scarcity; and David J. Weber on theSpanish-Ameri-
can Rim. In a concluding section on the place of the West in art
and popular culture, Thomas J. Lyon offers a thoughtful essay on
"The Literary West," and Anne M. Butler provides a provocative ar-
ticle entitled "Selling the Popular Myth." Fascinating and original,
packed with nearly 200 illustrations (many in full color), The Ox-
ford History of the American West is essential reading for anyone
who wants to understand the history of this region and its people,
and the West'sessential role in shaping and defining the American
identity.
Spanish is an important source for terms and expressions that
have made their way into the English of the southwestern United
States.  Vocabulario  Vaquero/Cowboy Talk  is  the  first  book  to  list
all Spanish-language terms pertaining to two important activities
in the American West-ranching and cowboying-with special refer-
ence to American Indian terms that have come through Spanish.
In addition to presenting the most accurate definitions available,
this A-to-Z lexicon traces the etymology of words and critically re-
views and assesses the specialized English sources for each en-
try.  It  is  the  only  dictionary  of  its  kind  to  reference  Spanish
sources. The scholarly treatment of this volume makes it an essen-
tial addition to the libraries of linguists and historians interested
in Spanish/English contact in the American West. Western enthusi-
asts  of  all  backgrounds  will  find  accessible  entries  full  of  invalu-
able information. Robert N. Smead is Associate Professor of Lin-
guistics in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at Brigham
Young University. Ronald Kil is a New Mexico cowboy and artist
who  has  worked  on  ranches  and  feedlots  all  over  the  West.
Richard W. Slatta is Professor of History at North Carolina State
University and the author of numerous books, including Compar-
ing Cowboys and Frontiers.
"Including  the  languages  of  Spanish,  Portuguese,  French,  and
their  Creoles,  and  encompassing  an  interdisciplinary  range  of
sources, this volume is a dictionary of 21,000 terms related to
race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality used in Latin America over
the past five centuries"--
Published in 1902, Buell Hampton is an intriguing novel based on
several real personalities, locations, and events in the Southwest
of England. These characters were inspired by figures that the au-
thor was familiar with or related to somehow. With most of the pie-
ces  taken  from  actual  incidents,  this  fascinating  tale  offers  the
readers a glimpse into England and English society at the end of
the 19th century.
Familiar  figures  -  missionaries,  explorers,  trappers,  traders,
prospectors, gunfighters, cowboys, and Indians -  appear in these
pages. So do renowned individuals such as Daniel Boone, Thomas
Jefferson, Teddy Roosevelt, and John Wayne. But their stories con-
tribute to a history of the American West that is longer, larger,
and more complicated than we were once told.


