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This record of reminiscences which Convocation of the University of Natal so generously invited the
author to write is not strictly an autobiography but a series of rather random sketches of events and
people. They deal more with the kind of happenings one like to recall something when chatting in a
light-hearted way with a group of friends around the fireside. Though they have on the whole been
treated in a light vein, some of the events were momentous and even tragic, as for example, wars.
They affected the whole country and most of the world. The author has not indulged in a contempla-
tive analysis of thoughts and emotions that were associated with the stories. Other events were
more or less trivial and confined to the author's immediate family and friends with whom the author
grew up, played and worked. It is the very heterogeneity of the author's experiences that made life
interesting for the author. Those who may be interested in the author's serious activities and writ-
ings are referred to the Appendices.

From one of the most beloved and distinguished historians of the British monarchy, here is a lively,
intimately detailed biography of a long-overlooked king who reimagined the Crown in the aftermath
of World War | and whose marriage to the regal Queen Mary was an epic partnership The grandfa-
ther of Queen Elizabeth Il, King George V reigned over the British Empire from 1910 to 1936, a peri-
od of unprecedented international turbulence. Yet no one could deny that as a young man, George
seemed uninspired. As his biographer Harold Nicolson famously put it, "he did nothing at all but kill
animals and stick in stamps.” The contrast between him and his flamboyant, hedonistic, playboy fa-
ther Edward VII could hardly have been greater. However, though it lasted only a quarter-century,
George’s reign was immensely consequential. He faced a constitutional crisis, the First World War,
the fall of thirteen European monarchies and the rise of Bolshevism. The suffragette Emily Davison
threw herself under his horse at the Derby, he refused asylum to his cousin the Tsar Nicholas Il dur-
ing the Russian Revolution, and he facilitated the first Labour government. And, as Jane Ridley
shows, the modern British monarchy would not exist without George; he reinvented the institution,
allowing it to survive and thrive when its very existence seemed doomed. The status of the British
monarchy today, she argues, is due in large part to him. How this supposedly limited man managed
to steer the crown through so many perils and adapt an essentially Victorian institution to the twenti-
eth century is a great story in itself. But this book is also a riveting portrait of a royal marriage and

family life. Queen Mary played a pivotal role in the reign as well as being an important figure in her
own right. Under the couple's stewardship, the crown emerged stronger than ever. George V found-
ed the modern monarchy, and yet his disastrous quarrel with his eldest son, the Duke of Windsor,
culminated in the existential crisis of the Abdication only months after his death. Jane Ridley has had
unprecedented access to the archives, and for the first time is able to reassess in full the many
myths associated with this crucial and dramatic time. She brings us a royal family and world not long
vanished, and not so far from our own.

The title says it all: Never a Dull Moment. | hope everyone enjoys reading this book of poems. | also
hope that you may like it and that there may not be a dull moment in your life. Just stay in Christ.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT: Reflections of a Wyoming Cowboy is a memory book of the 1900s. Claude
Gray is a man of his day: unselfconscious, opinionated, and bigoted, yet at the same time, astonish-
ingly accepting of other people's foibles. He turns out to be an authentic storyteller with wit, and
many a well-turned phrase. His content ranges from memories about individual people to informa-
tion about formative events and activities from early 1900 to the midpoint of the century.

Mary is the seventh born child of a small-town California family with a household of colorful charac-
ters and their stories. She reflects on her journey from her 1960s upbringing to forming her own fam-
ily and sense of self with humor.

'‘Some wise guy - Confucius or somebody - said there was nothin' like the truth, which is a thing that
| believe in - sometimes. Anyhow, | am goin' to try this nothin' but the truth stuff on this dame |
spoke to. What can | lose, anyway?' When Julia Wayles is kidnapped in the US and taken to England,
FBI agent Lemmy Caution finds himself caught up in a tangled web of intrigue and international espi-
onage. Julia is being held by two American mobsters, who may or may not be who they say they are.
And as usual it's the dames in the story who distract Lemmy from business.

Named one of the best music books of 2017 by The Wall Street Journal An elegy to the age of the
Rock Star, featuring Chuck Berry, Elvis, Madonna, Bowie, Prince, and more, uncommon people
whose lives were transformed by rock and who, in turn, shaped our culture Recklessness, thy name
is rock. The age of the rock star, like the age of the cowboy, has passed. Like the cowboy, the idea
of the rock star lives on in our imaginations. What did we see in them? Swagger. Recklessness. Sexu-
al charisma. Damn-the-torpedoes self-belief. A certain way of carrying themselves. Good hair. Inter-



esting shoes. Talent we wished we had. What did we want of them? To be larger than life but also
like us. To live out their songs. To stay young forever. No wonder many didn’t stay the course. In Un-
common People, David Hepworth zeroes in on defining moments and turning points in the lives of
forty rock stars from 1955 to 1995, taking us on a journey to burst a hundred myths and create a
hundred more. As this tribe of uniquely motivated nobodies went about turning themselves into the
ultimate somebodies, they also shaped us, our real lives and our fantasies. Uncommon People isn’t
just their story. It’s ours as well.

Kids are unpredictable, hilarious, imaginative, and tend to grow up way too fast. This keepsake jour-
nal is for your kids almost-toobrilliant moments: the parts of their lives you want to capture and re-
member forever (or help them remember when theyre older).

Teachers are really performers, classrooms are stages, and students the captivated audience. In
beautiful prose, Felman invites us to watch her one woman show on the art of performance in to-
day's classrooms. These essays take on the greatest hits of the academy: identity politics, sexual
harrassment, academic censorship, and radical pedagogy. Felman's book is a performance not to be
missed.

"First comprehensive book about the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk: Fred Swanton, "Father" of the
Boardwalk; Cocoanut Grove ballroom; eliminating sin-- liquor and skimpy bathing suits; Neptune
Casino-- tragic fire and reconstruction; famous salt water Plunge & Natatorium; Giant Dipper wooden
rollercoaster; Casa del Rey luxury hotel; Pleasure Pier & Cottage City; Looff's 1911 Carousel; Seaside
Company origins; Thompson's Scenic Railway; the Balboa 'pleasure ship'. Includes over 175 historic
photographs and much more!"--P. 3 of cover.

| was special needs teacher for 30 years then swapped to the far less sane profession of high alti-
tude mountain guide, | worked all over the World but mostly in the Himalaya.l survived the Boxing
Day tsunami by the skin of my teeth but fell in love with Thailand and now live there. | also spent a
lot of time on my own in the Australian desert.

Extraordinary people lead extraordinary lives and, from the beginning, even before he had any con-
trol over his life, John Meigs’ life was extraordinary: kidnapped by his father, never to see his mother
again. Once on his own, he tried his hand as a reporter in Los Angeles in 1936, and then in Honolulu,
where he got drawn into the art world, becoming one of the original designers of the Hawaiian aloha
shirts. Those pursuits were interrupted with the onset of World War Il and John’s enlistment in the
Navy. After a serendipitous escape of death and military duty in Florida, John returned to Hawaii,
where he met New Mexico artist Peter Hurd. That encounter led John to New Mexico and to interac-
tions with a wide variety of notable people, including painters Andrew Wyeth and Georgia O’'Keeffe,
poet Witter Bynner, oilman and cattleman Robert O. Anderson, and actor Vincent Price. With the
notable artist Rolf Armstrong, of “pin-up girl” calendar fame, John traveled to Paris in 1952 where his
off-beat nature led him to Alice B. Toklas. After returning to New Mexico, numerous opportunities
knocked on John's door, beckoning him in different directions all at the same time. In 1979, his trav-
els led to a particularly significant development in John’s life when he picked up a hitchhiker, who be-
came a complicated fixture in his life as both a sidekick and a love object. Meig’s fascinating life cont-
inued to unfold, garnering attention and impacting those close to him. As can happen, though, even
with the most accomplished and creative, eventually, a sad, slow mental decline set in.

Hassler Whitney was a giant of twentieth-century mathematics. This biography paints a picture of
him and includes dozens of revealing anecdotes. Mathematically, he had a rare detector that went
off whenever he spotted a piece of mathematical gold, and he would then draw countless pictures,
gradually forging a path from hunch to proof. This geometric path is seldom reflected in the rigor of
his formal papers, but thanks to a close friendship and many conversations over decades, author
Kendig was able to see how he actually worked. This book shows this through accessible accounts of
his major mathematical contributions, with figures copiously supplied. Whitney is probably best
known for introducing the grandfather of today's innumerable embedding theorems--his strong
embedding theorem stating that any smooth manifold can be smoothly embedded in a Euclidean
space of twice the manifold's dimension. This in turn led to several standard techniques used every
day in algebraic topology. Whitney also established the fundamentals of graph theory, the four-color
problem, matroids, extending smooth functions, and singularities of smooth functions. He almost
never used complicated technical machinery, so most of his work is accessible to a general reader
with a modest mathematical background. His math-music connection was intense: He played piano,
violin, and viola and won " "best composition of the year" while earning a Bachelor's degree in music
at Yale. He was an accomplished mountain climber, and as a tinkerer, at age sixteen he built the
large-format camera used to take this book's cover photograph. Whitney's family generously provid-
ed dozens of photographs appearing here for the very first time. This biography is a revealing por-
trait of a fascinating personality and a titan of twentieth-century mathematics.

If you want to experience the highs and lows that go along with loving a pet, welcome to the world
of veterinary medicine. An added bonus for veterinarians who are involved in mixed practice is you
can go from puppy shots to stitching up a horse in the same hour. You have the privilege of seeing a
side of people that only an animal can bring out. Every single day, you get to feel a whole range of
emotions, from frustration to pure happiness. Experience the hardworking and heartwarming life of
veterinary medicine.

*THE SUNDAY TIMES TOP TEN BESTSELLER* The Sixties ended a year late ae" on New Year's Eve
1970, when Paul McCartney initiated proceedings to wind up The Beatles. Music would never be the
same again. The next day would see the dawning of a new era. 1971 saw the release of more monu-
mental albums than any year before or since and the establishment of a pantheon of stars to domi-
nate the next forty years ae" Led Zeppelin, David Bowie, the Rolling Stones, Pink Floyd, Marvin
Gaye, Carole King, Joni Mitchell, Rod Stewart, the solo Beatles and more. January that year fired the
gun on an unrepeatable surge of creativity, technological innovation, blissful ignorance, naked ambi-
tion and outrageous good fortune. By December rock had exploded into the mainstream. How did it
happen? This book tells you how. It's the story of 1971, rockae(tm)s golden year.

Why bother about God? What's right and what's wrong? How can | become a Christian? How can | be
sure | am a Christian? These and many more questions are uniquely answered from the scripture by
Eugenia Price. Never a Dull Moment answered youth's questions about God and Christianity frankly
and honestly.

George Plawski was born in Gdynia, Poland, in 1934. His father, Eugene, was a senior naval officer
who fought in both World Wars in the capacities of pilot, and as the commander of surface ships as
well as submarines. Before the war, he lived with his wife Maria in Warsaw. Never a Dull Moment
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lives up to its title as George takes us back to his youth under the Nazis in WW2, describes his and
his mother's separate escapes from Communist occupied Poland to join his father who spent the war
years in the Polish Navy in England, and their subsequent immigration to Canada in 1948. This color-
ful memoir traces the family's unusual history, and recalls the severe hardships which faced his par-
ents in starting their lives anew in this beautiful and free, yet in the in the immediate post-war years,
a thoroughly challenging land. In a series of humorously recalled anecdotes, the author portrays the
process leading to his commission in the Royal Canadian Navy, to obtaining his wings, and to becom-
ing a pilot flying off the aircraft carrier, HMCS Bonaventure. After leaving the service in 1964, Plaws-
ki returned to UBC to finish his BA, then completed three years of post-graduate studies in theatre,
specialising in directing, which was funded by his summer job flying air tankers on forest fires. The
book continues with suspenseful accounts of Plawski's founding of Vancouver's City Stage, the
thrilling saga of the often hair-raising pioneering days of firebombing in California and in Canada,
and of the hilarious aerial circus of budworm spraying in New Brunswick. This story is embellished
with a telling of his meeting with a beautiful and cultured girl from Paris whose name is Rita; of their
unconventional romance, their travels around the world, of her loving and essential collaboration in
the author's idiosyncratic lifestyle, and of their eventual marriage which is happily doomed to contin-
ue to the end of this grand adventure....

For Murray Rothbard, libertarianism wasn't an intellectual parlor game, nor was it a personal affecta-
tion: for him, it was a banner that was meant to be carried into battle. Ever the happy warrior, he
sought to bring the radical libertarian perspective to bear on the events of the day, and it was a task
he delighted in. From 1967 thru 1968, Rothbard churned out 58 columns for the Freedom Newspa-
pers, addressing the campus revolt; the massive antiwar demonstrations; the Six-Day War between
Israel and the Arab powers; the Newark riots; the Vietnam war; the persecution of H. Rap Brown, the
assassination of Martin Luther King, the abdication of Lyndon Baines Johnson, the rise of Richard Nix-
on - in those two crucial years there was, as they say, never a dull moment.

Never A Dull Moment is a hilarious story spanning forty years in the life of a mobster/family man who
left no stone unturned to make a buck, without the violence usually associated with this subculture.
It is uncanny the way he could win over people from all social standings and economic levels. Jimmy
D'Angelo made his living hustling and dealt with everyone from the mob to the clergy and was re-
spected by both. | looked at my dad as a modern day Robin Hood who stole from the greedy and
shared with the needy, but kept a large chunk for himself, after all he was Robin Hood, not Mother

Teresa. On the other hand my mother is an Irish Catholic and for forty years she tried to reform Jim
through prayers, novenas, lighting candles, but it didn't make a dent. My mother's name is Mary, to-
gether they were like the real life "Honeymooners" ala the Jackie Gleason show. My father said
they'd been fighting for forty years and he never won once, not even a draw. Although Jim is the
main character he had colorful cohorts, friends, and relatives that were unpredictable and interest-
ing. The woman characters (my mother, aunts, friends, etc.) are as equally unpredictable as the mob-
sters themselves. Never a Dull Moment will keep you turning the pages with great anticipation.

The basis for the new hit documentary 1971: The Year That Music Changed Everything, now stream-
ing on Apple TV+. A rollicking look at 1971 - the busiest, most innovative and resonant year of the
70s, defined by the musical arrival of such stars as David Bowie, Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin, and Joni
Mitchell On New Year's Eve, 1970, Paul McCartney told his lawyers to issue the writ at the High Court
in London, effectively ending The Beatles. You might say this was the last day of the pop era. The fol-
lowing day, which was a Friday, was 1971. You might say this was the first day of the rock era. And
within the remaining 364 days of this monumental year, the world would hear Don McLean's "Ameri-
can Pie," The Rolling Stones' "Brown Sugar," The Who's "Baba O'Riley," Zeppelin's "Stairway to Heav-
en," Rod Stewart's "Maggie May," Marvin Gaye's "What's Going On," and more. David Hepworth, an
ardent music fan and well regarded critic, was twenty-one in '71, the same age as many of the leg-
endary artists who arrived on the scene. Taking us on a tour of the major moments, the events and
songs of this remarkable year, he shows how musicians came together to form the perfect storm of
rock and roll greatness, starting a musical era that would last longer than anyone predicted. Those
who joined bands to escape things that lasted found themselves in a new age, its colossal start be-
ing part of the genre's staying power. Never a Dull Moment is more than a love song to the music of
1971. It's also an homage to the things that inspired art and artists alike. From Soul Train to The God-
father, hot pants to table tennis, Hepworth explores both the music and its landscapes, culminating
in an epic story of rock and roll's best year.

The Stories of My Life is a riveting adventure with never a dull moment as the story takes you
through the lifetime of a small-town girl preparing to move into the big city and on to more adven-
tures.You won't want to put this book down as you find moments which are exciting, dangerous and
others you can relate to.This is a must read for anyone who has gone through some tough moments
and had the impact of the hard emotions that continue afterward affect them. Sit back and enjoy the
read as you join her in the journey ahead.



