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This  book  provides  a  comprehensive
analysis of the Chinese-Russian bilateral
relationship, grounded in a historical per-
spective, and discusses the implications
of the burgeoning 'strategic partnership'
between  these  two  major  powers  for
world order and global geopolitics. The
volume  compares  the  national  world-
views, priorities, and strategic visions for
the Chinese and Russian leadership, ex-
amining several aspects of the relation-
ship in detail.  The energy trade is the
most important component of economic
ties, although both sides desire to broad-
en trade and investments. In the military
realm, Russia sells advanced arms to Chi-
na, and the two countries engage in regu-
lar joint exercises. Diplomatically, these
two  Eurasian  powers  take  similar  ap-
proaches  to  conflicts  in  Ukraine  and
Syria, and also cooperate on non-traditio-
nal security issues including preventing
coloured  revolutions,  cyber  manage-
ment, and terrorism. These issue areas il-
lustrate four themes. Russia and China
have  common  interests  that  cement

their partnership, including security, pro-
tecting authoritarian institutions, and re-
shaping  aspects  of  the  global  order.
They are key players not only influencing
regional  issues,  but  also  international
norms and institutions. The Sino-Russian
partnership presents a potential counter-
balance to the United States and demo-
cratic nations in shaping the contempo-
rary  and  emerging  geopolitical  lands-
cape. Nevertheless, the West is still an
important partner for China and Russia.
Both seek better relations with the West,
but on the basis of 'mutual respect' and
'equality'. Lastly, Russia and China have
frictions in their relationship, and not all
of their interests overlap. The Sino-Rus-
sian  relationship  has  gained  consider-
able momentum, particularly since 2014
as Moscow turned to Beijing attempting
to offset tensions with the West in the af-
termath  of  Russia's  annexation  of
Crimea and intervention in Ukraine. How-
ever, so far, China and Russia describe
their  relationship  as  a  comprehensive
'strategic partnership', but they are not
'allies'.
A  multi-disciplinary  examination  of  the
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modern political  history,  economic sys-
tem and social institutions of Czechoslo-
vakia, this study evaluates the successes
and failures of the Marxist regime, and
concludes with analysis of  the reasons
for,  and  events  since,  its  collapse  in
1989.
Dynamic  economics,  technological
changes, increasing pressure from com-
petition and customers to improve manu-
facturing and services are some of the
major  challenges  to  enterprises  these
days. New ways of improving organizatio-
nal activities and management process-
es have to be created, in order to allow
enterprises to manage the seemingly in-
tensifying competitive markets success-
fully. Enterprises apply business optimiz-
ing  solutions  to  meet  new  challenges
and  conditions.  But  also  ensuring  effec-
tive development for long-term competi-
tiveness in a global environment. This is
necessary for the application of qualita-
tive  changes  in  the  industrial  policy.
“New Trends in Process Control and Pro-
duction Management” (MTS 2017) is the
collection  of  research papers  from au-
thors from seven countries around the
world. They present case studies and em-
pirical research which illustrates the pro-
gressive trends in business process man-
agement and the drive to achieve enter-
prise development and sustainability.
An epic people’s history of life in the sha-
dow of the Iron Curtain, from an intrepid
reporter who traveled all 3,000 miles of
the former East-West barrier to investi-
gate the deep and lingering aftermath of
the Cold War
Little contemporary scholarship on Slo-
vak history exists  in  English.  This  title
fills  an  important  gap  in  historiography
about events throughout Central Europe
over the last fourteen centuries. It pre-
sents the history of Slovakia in terms of

the latest scholarship and in the context
of on-going historical debate about Slo-
vak history and its presentation in post--
socialist  world.  Extensive  footnotes  by
scholars, 350 color illustrations, Index, Bi-
bliography, Foreword and Epilogue.
The Slovak Dilemma is a case-study in
nationalism. Accepting the view that the
four and a half million Slovaks who inhab-
it the eastern part of Czechoslovakia are
a separate Slav ethnic group, Dr Steiner
describes their position in Czechoslovak
history, their role in political life, the ex-
traordinary  persistence  and  continuing
frustration of their national aspirations.
After a brief survey of the history of the
Slovaks under Hungarian rule, Dr Steiner
examines their position in the democrat-
ic  Czechoslovak  Republic  which  was
established  in  1918.  He  analyses  the
causes of Slovak discontent and shows
that although the new constitution grant-
ed full  expression to Slovak culture,  it
limited complete development of Slovak
national  r ights.  Nevertheless  he
suggests that Slovak separatism played
little part in the dismemberment of Cze-
choslovakia in 1938 and that the real atti-
tude of the people towards Hitler's pup-
pet  Slovak  State  was  eloquently  ex-
pressed in their tragic rising against it in
August 1944.
The  essays  in  the  book  compare  the
Czech Republic  and Slovakia since the
breakup of Czechoslovakia in 1993. The
papers deal with the causes of the di-
vorce and discuss the political, economic
and  social  developments  in  the  new
countries.  This  is  the  only  English-lan-
guage volume that presents the synoptic
findings  of  leading  Czech,  Slovak,  and
North American scholars in the field. The
authors include two former Prime Minis-
ters of the Czech Republic and Slovakia,
eight leading scholars (four Czechs and
four Slovaks), and eight knowledgeable
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commentators from North America. The
most  significant  new  insight  is  that  in
spite of predictions by various pundits in
the Western World that  Czechia would
flourish  after  the  breakup  and  Slovakia
would  languish,  the  opposite  has  hap-
pened. While the Czech Republic did well
in its early years, it is now languishing
while Slovakia, which had a rough start,
is now doing very well. Anyone interest-
ed in the history of the Czech and Slovak
Republics over the last twenty years will
find gratification in reading this book.
A systematic study of Nazi broadcasts to
Slovakia  during  the  crucial  years
1938-1939 which reveals significant data
for  understanding  both  the  nature  of
Nazi propaganda and the apparent recep-
tiveness of the propaganda in Slovakia.
Communist environmentality -- Hatchets
versus the hammer and sickle -- "Bratisla-
va aloud" -- Nation over nature -- Argo-
nauts of the Eastern Bloc -- Returning to
the landscape -- Conclusion : Slovakia in
an age of post-ecology
This report brings together the available
evidence  from  primary  and  secondary
sources,  including  household  surveys
and results of recent qualitative studies,
to develop a picture of the development
challenges  facing  Roma populations  in
Central and Eastern Europe. While living
standards have declined for all popula-
tion  groups  during  the  transition  to  a
market economy, there are growing indi-
cations that conditions have deteriorated
more severely for Roma than for others,
and that Roma are poorly positioned to
take  advantage of  emerging  economic
opportunities. This report focuses on five
countries in Central and Eastern Europe:
Hungary,  Bulgaria,  Romania  the  Czech
Republic, and the Slovak Republic. The
first  chapter  of  the  report  provides  the
historical context and an overview of the

methodological  issues  and  main  data
sources; chapter two presents the avail-
able evidence on welfare status and liv-
ing conditions, examining poverty, hous-
ing education, employment and health;
chapter  three considers  issues relating
to access to social services; and the final
chapter reviews the opportunities for Ro-
ma participation in the design and imple-
mentation  of  community  development
policies  and programmes,  and outlines
policy implications.
This is an annually updated presentation
of each sovereign country in Nordic, Cen-
tral and Southeastern Europe, past and
present.
A  riveting exposé of  a  permanent  finan-
cial dystopia, its causes, and real-world
consequences It is abundantly clear that
our world is divided into two very differ-
ent economies. The real one, for the av-
erage worker,  is  based on productivity
and results. It behaves according to tradi-
tional  rules  of  money  and  economics.
The other doesn’t.  It  is  the product of
years of loose money, poured by central
banks into a system dominated by finan-
cial titans. It is powerful enough to send
stock markets higher even in the face of
a global pandemic and threats of nuclear
war.  This  parting  from  reality  has  its
roots in an emergency response to the
financial crisis of 2008. “Quantitative Eas-
ing” injected a vast amount of cash into
the economy—especially if  you were a
major Wall Street bank. What began as a
short-term dependency became a habit,
then a compulsion,  and finally an addic-
tion. Nomi Prins relentlessly exposes a
world fractured by policies crafted by the
largest  financial  institutions,  led  by  the
Federa l  Reserve,  that  have  su-
percharged  the  financial  system  while
selling out regular citizens and leading to
social and political reckonings. She un-
covers a newly polarized world of the me-



4

4 SLOVAK MAN October 2014 True PDF 1-04-2023

ga rich versus the never rich, the winn-
ers and losers of an unprecedented dis-
tortion  that  can  never  return  to  “nor-
mal.”
How can democratization, coupled with
transnational  integration,  resolve
conflicts  over  cultural  difference  in
places that are marked by legacies of na-
tionalist competition? This book explores
that  question  through  a  comparative
study of contestations over language use
in the heart of the post-Communist re-
gion. Zsuzsa Csergo notes that newly in-
dependent  governments looked to  "re-
join"  the  West,  in  particular  the  Euro-
pean Union, while at the same time as-
serting control over the institutions they
considered key to the reproduction of na-
tional  cultures.  These national  projects
resulted in renewed salience for minority
language  rights  and  a  complicated
politics triggering EU concerns about the
treatment of regional/cultural minorities.
Csergo's field research in Romania, Hun-
gary, and Slovakia leads her to make a
bold claim about the primacy of domes-
tic politics in the construction of demo-
cratic solutions to the conundrum of na-
tion building and minority rights.Talk of
the Nation breaks new ground by focus-
ing on both majority and minority politi-
cal elites and parties in interethnic rela-
tions.  Csergo  challenges  arguments
about the overwhelming importance of
international influence. Her book demon-
strates that the role of domestic political
actors in interethnic reconciliation is not
merely that of "compliance" with interna-
tional  requirements or "effectiveness" in
responding  to  external  pressure--they
are largely guided by the internal demo-
cratic process.
Explores the interplay of historical institu-
tional legacies, short-term elite interests,
and international  pressures in the pro-

cess of democratic consolidation in the
Czech Republic and Slovakia.
In this stunning biography, Josette Baer
re-traces the eventful life of the Slovak
politician  Vavro  Srobár,  the  principal
figure  in  the  implementation  of  Cze-
choslovak democracy in Slovakia. Spann-
ing  from  his  student  days  and  his  fight
for Slovak civil rights in Upper Hungary
via  his  ministerial  positions  during the
First Czechoslovak Republic to his active
resistance  against  German  fascism,
Baer’s research paints a most compre-
hensive picture.  Based on rich archive
material available to the English-reading
public for the first time, Baer shows how
Srobár’s political  thought and activities
shaped  the  turbulent  history  of  Cze-
choslovakia  in  the  first  half  of  the  20th
century. Offering unique insights into the
political past of a country whose history
remains  largely  under-researched,  this
book is a must-read for anyone interest-
ed in the region.
In Protecting Stateless Persons: The Im-
plementation of the Convention Relating
to the Status of Stateless Persons across
EU States, Katia Bianchini offers a study
of legislation, case-law and decision-mak-
ing concerning the protection of  state-
less persons in ten EU Member States.
World  War  II  irrevocably  shaped  cul-
ture--and much of  cinema--in the 20th
century, thanks to its devastating, global
impact that changed the way we think
about and portray war. This book focus-
es  on  European  war  films  made  about
the war between 1945 and 1985 in coun-
tries that were occupied or invaded by
the Nazis, such as Poland, France, Italy,
the  Soviet  Union,  and  Germany  itself.
Many  of  these  films  were  banned,  cen-
sored, or sharply criticized at the time of
their release for the radical ways they re-
framed the war and rejected the mytholo-
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gizing of war experience as a heroic bat-
tle between the forces of good and evil.
The  particular  films  examined,  made  by
arthouse directors like Pier Paolo Pasoli-
ni, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, and Larisa
Shepitko,  among  many  more,  deviate
from mainstream cinematic depictions of
the war and instead present viewpoints
and experiences of WWII which are often
controversial or transgressive. They ex-
plore  the  often-complicated  ways  that
participation in war and genocide shapes
national identity and the ways that we
think about bodies and sexuality,  trau-
ma, violence, power, justice, and person-
al responsibility--themes that continue to
resonate throughout culture and global
politics.
Until  the dissolution of  Czechoslovakia,
Slovakia's  identity  seemed  inextricably
linked with that of the former state. This
book  explores  the  key  moments  and
themes in the history of Slovakia from
the Duchy of Nitra's ninth-century origins
to the establishment of independent Slo-
vakia at midnight 1992–3. Leading scho-
lars chart the gradual ethnic awakening
of  the  Slovaks  during  the  Reformation
and  Counter-Reformation  and  examine
how Slovak national identity took shape
with the codification of  standard literary
Slovak in 1843 and the subsequent devel-
opment  of  the  Slovak  national  move-
ment. They show how, after a thousand
years of Magyar-Slovak coexistence, Slo-
vakia became part of the new Czechoslo-
vak state from 1918–39, and shed new
light on its role as a Nazi client state as
well  as  on  the  postwar  developments
leading up to full statehood in the after-
math of the collapse of communism in
1989. There is no comparable book in En-
glish on the subject.
The calamity  of  World  War  I  spawned
dozens of liberation movements among
ethnic and religious groups throughout

the world. None was more successful in
realizing the goal  of  self-determination
than the Czechs and Slovaks. From its
humble beginning the Czecho-Slovak lib-
eration movement grew into an impres-
sive struggle that was waged from the
capitals of Western Europe to the frozen
steppes of Siberia. Its ranks included ex-
iled  propagandists,  war  prisoners--
turned-legionaries  and  conspirators  in-
side  Austria-Hungary.  This  book  shows
how  these  groups  overcame  their  es-
trangements  and  coordinated  their
efforts  to  win  independence  for  their
homeland. It  also examines the conse-
quences of the Czecho-Slovaks’ achieve-
ments,  including their  entanglement in
the Russian Civil  War and their impact
on the postwar settlements that redrew
the  political  boundaries  of  Central  Eu-
rope.
This  annual  report  on  armed  conflicts
around the world provides detailed infor-
mation  on  each  conflict  which  occurred
in 2014. The report sets out the conflicts'
classification,  applicable  norms,  key  ac-
tors, methods of warfare, and the num-
ber of casualties. It also analyses key le-
gal issues that arose in the context of th-
ese armed conflicts.
"The updated second edition of Historical
Dictionary  of  Slovakia  offers  cross-refer-
enced dictionary entries on Slovak politi-
cal,  social,  and economic development
since the creation of the second Slovak
Republic in 1993 and its admission into
the European Union in 2004. Entries de-
scribe presidents,  prime ministers,  and
party  leaders,  and  many  leading  aca-
demics and cultural personalities, includ-
ing those from the national  minorities.
The dictionary also contains entries on
the various institutions of the Slovak Re-
public,  such  as  the  judiciary  system,
armed forces, media, and parliamentary
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committees and explains Slovakia's posi-
tion  and  rile  in  international  organiza-
tions like NATO and the European Union.
The historical survey explains how Slo-
vakia, in its post-Communist transforma-
tion, was almost excluded from these in-
stitutions, but eventually became a ful-
l-member."  "This  second  edition  adds
fresh personalities, concepts, and events
that marked this nation's struggle for sur-
vival  over the centuries.  The bibliogra-
phy is expanded, containing the most re-
cent  works  in  Western  languages  and
seminal  publications in the Slovak lan-
guage on various aspects of Slovakia's
history. It enables the scholar and the re-
searcher access to the background and
the role of most of the institutions and
figures  of  contemporary  Slovakia."---
BOOK  JACKET.
The political complexion of the old Cze-
choslovakia  has  changed  much  since
1992,  and  these  great  changes  are
reflected  in  this  revised  guide  to  the
Czech and Slovak Republics. The reader
is escorted in a series of walks through
Prague,  and  to  the  castles,  chateaux,
spa towns and old villages.
The partition of India and the agonies as-
sociated with it are still alive in the mem-
ory of millions of people. Although the In-
dia-Pakistan Partition took place nearly
seven decades ago, it is still a lingering
reality.  It  is  the  indifferent  attitude  of
leaders both from the Congress and the
Muslim League that resulted in bifurcat-
ing the country. This is well  made out
from the writings of the leaders of the
time. This indifference continued even af-
ter 1947. Kashmir got divided and it be-
came a  perpetual  bone  of  contention.
Sending terrorists  across the border  is
Pakistan's spasmodic habit. Training In-
dian extremists in violence is its dedicat-
ed, continual process. The author affirms
that  many an unpleasant  development

would have been avoided had the lead-
ers understood the issues properly and
mobilized support from the Indian popu-
lace. But the leadership was cynical and
failed in understanding the gravity of the
situation.  Personal  interests  and  egos
ruled the roost. However, a few lay In-
dians know how the partition took place.
What was the need for it? Who played
the spoilsport in creating Pakistan? This
volume, for the better understanding of
the readers, reproduces the views of Jin-
nah, Gandhi, Ambedkar, Rajendra Prasad
and  G.D.  Khosla  in  this  context.  This
book is a sincere attempt to portray the
actual  developments  that  had  taken
place associated with the Independence
of the country and a few afterward re-
sults.  The  Indian  government  under
Nehru failed in resolving many an issue,
paving the way for numerous post-Inde-
pendent challenges that are still continu-
ing.  Thus,  this  book should be an eye
opener  for  the  readers,  unfurling  their
mind, grasping the reality in its absolute
sense.
This book tells the story of Slovak under-
ground member Maria Gulovich’s unlike-
ly heroism, focusing on the former ele-
mentary schoolteacher’s courageous ac-
tions in saving American OSS agents. It
describes  how,  while  trapped with  the
agents behind enemy lines, she forayed
into  enemy  occupied  villages  to  find
scarce food for the starving men, spied
out enemy troop strength, and occasion-
ally obtained shelter from blizzards with
terrified  but  kind  citizens.  For  her  hero-
ism, the U.S. government presented her
with a Bronze Star. The work includes an
extensive  bibliography,  a  map  of  the
area held by insurrectionists, and several
photographs offering a glimpse of World
War II seldom seen.
The church served not only as a religious
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center but also as a social and cultural fo-
cal point, and it formed an indispensable
link  between the  local  Slovak  Catholic
community and an extensive network of
national fraternal organizations.".
A chilling, lavishly illustrated who’s who
of the most despicable people ever to
walk the earth, featuring stories from the
Lore  podcast—now a  streaming  televi-
sion series—including “Black Stockings,”
“Half-Hanged,” and “The Castle,” as well
as rare material. Some monsters are fig-
ments of our imagination. Others are as
real  as  flesh  and  blood:  humans  who
may look like us, who may walk among
us,  often  unnoticed,  occasionally  even
admired—but whose evil deeds and se-
cret lives, once revealed, mark them as
something utterly wicked. In this illustrat-
ed volume from the host of the hit pod-
cast  Lore,  you’ll  find  tales  of  infamous
characters whose veins ran with ice wa-
ter  and  whose  crimes  remind  us  that
truth can be more terrifying than fiction.
Aaron Mahnke introduces us to William
Brodie, a renowned Scottish cabinetmak-
er who used his professional expertise to
prey on the citizens  of  Edinburgh and
whose rampant criminality behind a ve-
neer  of  social  respectability  inspired
Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novella
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.
Then there’s H. H. Holmes, a relentless
and elusive con artist who became best
known as the terror of Chicago’s 1893
World’s Fair when unwitting guests were
welcomed into his “hotel” of horrors . . .
never to be seen again. And no rogues’
gallery  could  leave  out  Bela  Kiss,  the
Hungarian tinsmith with a taste for the
occult and a collection of gasoline drums
with  women’s  bodies  inside.  Brimming
with accounts of history’s most heinous
real-life fiends,  this  riveting best-of-the--
worst roundup will haunt your thoughts,
chill your bones, and leave you wonder-

ing if there are mortal monsters lurking
even closer than you think. The World of
Lore series includes: MONSTROUS CREA-
TURES • WICKED MORTALS • DREADFUL
PLACES
During World War I,  a specialized Rus-
sian  battalion  comprised  of  ethnic
Czechs and Czech and Slovak prisoners
of war—the Legion—became a pawn in
an international game of power and de-
ceit. The Legion’s detour through Siberia
became the greatest human interest sto-
ry of the war, chronicled weekly in the
New York Times and New York Herald.
More than half of the Legion’s troops lost
their  lives  as  the evacuation of  Czech
and  Slovak  POWs  through  Vladivostok
precipitated the murder of the Russian
royal family and forced the Legion to act
as protectors of the Russian treasury and
the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  while  the
White and Red armies battled. For politi-
cal  purposes,  tales  of  the  Legion’s
odyssey have been buried or expunged.
This  volume  offers  the  seminal  account
of this hidden yet epic journey, shedding
light on a fascinating but forgotten facet
of World War I.
The UK Independence Party (Ukip) is the
most  significant  new  force  in  British
politics for a generation. Under the lead-
ership of Nigel Farage, the party has en-
joyed  a  remarkable  rise,  winning  the
2014 European Parliament elections as
well  as two parliamentary by-elections,
and attracting mainstream defectors to
achieve major party status. By the time
of the 2015 general election, Farage and
Ukip stood on the threshold of becoming
a major force at Westminster. This ac-
count is a must-read for anyone interest-
ed in the inside story of Ukip's quest to
change British politics during one of the
most  unpredictable  and dramatic  elec-
tions in recent history. Based on unprece-
dented access to the party and its key
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players, the book pulls back the curtain
on one of the most intriguing campaigns
in living memory. It includes behind the
scenes observations from the campaign
trail and more than one hundred inter-
views - with leading Ukip insiders such
as Nigel Farage, Douglas Carswell, and
Mark Reckless, as well as major donors,
strategists,  and  figures  from  across  the
political landscape as they grappled with
Ukip's rise. Matthew Goodwin and Caitlin
Milazzo reveal what really happened dur-
ing the 2015 election campaign and in
the  by-elections  and  defections  which
preceded it, providing detailed accounts
of the critical moments that shaped both
the  election  itself  and  British  politics
more widely. The book also makes exten-
sive use of  British Election Study data
from over five decades to answer impor-
tant questions about the rise of Ukip and
what it signifies. Who voted for Ukip and
why? How are political loyalties in Britain
changing over time? What are the deep-
er currents that have made Ukip's rise
possible and will continue to shape its fu-
ture? And what  does the party's  cam-
paign for power reveal about the current
evolution of British politics and society?
UKIP takes readers inside the campaign,
telling  for  the  first  time  the  exciting  in-
side story of a new party attempting to
redraw the map of British politics.
Analyzes the causes, process, and conse-
quences of Czechoslovakia's 1993 sepa-
ration into the new independent states
of Czech and Slovakia.
This classic book offers the most compre-
hensive  and  up-to-date  history  of  Slo-
vakia,  from  its  establishment  on  the
Danubian Plain to the present. While pay-
ing tribute to  Slovakia's  resilience and
struggle for survival, it describes contri-
butions  to  European  civilization  in  the
Middle Ages; the development of Slovak

consciousness in response to Magyariza-
tion;  its  struggle for  autonomy in Cze-
choslovakia  after  the  Treaty  of  Ver-
sailles;  its  resistance,  as the first  Slovak
Republic, to a Nazi-controlled Europe; its
reaction to  Communism;  and the path
that led to the creation of the second Slo-
vak Republic. Now fully updated to the
present day, the book examines the va-
garies of Slovak post-Communist politics
that led to Slovakia's membership in NA-
TO and the European Union.
"All  aspects of Slovakia are covered in
this annotated bibliography, from its his-
tory, politics and laws to its arts, culture
and folklore. It will be a reference work
for scholars, students and general read-
ers interested in this dynamic region."---
BOOK JACKET.
Czechoslovak  domestic  politics,  includ-
ing  the  long-standing  policy  dilemmas
stemming  from  the  so-called  Slovak
question, are usually approached from a
historical  standpoint.  Here  Carol  Leff
views the subject from a fresh analytic
perspective. The Slovaks' dissatisfaction
with their status in the constitutional or-
der has dogged Czechoslovakia from the
country's  inception  after  World  War  I,
and the substantial Slovak minority (now
about one-third of the population) has re-
currently complicated the state's strug-
gle for self-definition, stability, and even
survival. Professor Leff establishes a sys-
tematic analytic framework for the dis-
cussion of the Czech-Slovak relationship
and how it has affected and been affect-
ed by state power and the political sys-
tem. Czechoslovakia's history is virtually
a museum for the major European politi-
cal alternatives of the twentieth century,
and this book is an experiment in apply-
ing the comparative methodology of po-
litical  science  not  to  cross-national
studies but to the analysis of  a single
country over time. The author organizes
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consideration of policy making on the Slo-
vak national question around three com-
ponent  elements  and  their  impact  on
effective problem solving: the institution-
al  structure of  the pre-Munich republic
and the postwar socialist state, leader-
ship values and premises relevant to the
disposition of the national question, and
patterns of Czech and Slovak leadership
interaction. Originally published in 1988.
The Princeton Legacy Library  uses the
latest  print-on-demand  technology  to
again  make  available  previously  out-
-of-print  books  from  the  distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. Th-
ese editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while present-
ing them in durable paperback and hard-
cover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase ac-
cess to the rich scholarly heritage found
in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its found-
ing in 1905.
This significant volume provides an illumi-
nating account of the formation of the
new democracies in the Czech and Slo-
vak  Federal  Republic  and  later,  the
Czech Republic and Slovakia. Richly de-
tailed  and clearly  written,  this  original
study  is  an  invaluable  contribution  to
knowledge  of  post-communist  Europe
and  parliamentary  studies.
The purpose of this book is draw atten-
tion to little known or unknown Nether-
landish paintings of the 16th century pre-
served in Slovak art collections. In the
foreword the author gives an overview of
the history of art collecting within pre-
sent  day Slovakia.  The remarkable  art
collections of Prince Albert, Duke of Sach-
sen-Teschen,  Count  János  Pálffy,  Enea
Grazioso  Lanfranconi  and  Baron  Raoul
Kuffner,  among others,  are  treated here
in detail. The collection of 31 paintings is

examined in the form of a scholaly cata-
logue. The author gives carefully formu-
lated  assessments  about  the  prove-
nance, iconography, attribution and the
date of every work. Moreover, a useful
survey of  the opinions given in earlier
publications, many of them inaccessible
due to the language barrier, is included.
The  paintings  by  Colijn  de  Coter,  Al-
brecht  Bouts,  Gillis  Coignet  and the fine
paintings by Lucas, Marten, Frederik and
Gillis Valckenborch for example, are com-
prehensively presented to the reader. In-
dubitably, art professionals will welcome
the publication as a valuable reference
handbook. The book will also be very use-
ful to visitors to the Slovak galleries and
museums.
The Handbook of Polish, Czech, and Slo-
vak Holocaust Fiction aims to increase
the visibility and show the versatility of
works from East-Central European coun-
tries.  It  is  the  first  encyclopedic  work  to
bridge the gap between the literary pro-
duction of countries that are considered
to be main sites of  the Holocaust and
their recognition in international academ-
ic and public discourse. It contains over
100 entries offering not only facts about
the content and motifs but also pointing
out  the  characteristic  fictional  features
of each work and its meaning for aca-
demic discourse and wider reception in
the country  of  origin  and abroad.  The
publication will appeal to the academic
and broader public interested in the rep-
resentation  of  the  Holocaust,  an-
ti-Semitism, and World War II  in litera-
ture and the arts. Besides prose, it also
considers  poetry  and  theatrical  plays
from 1943 through 2018. An introduction
to the historical events and cultural de-
velopments  in  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,
Czech, and Slovak Republic, and their im-
pact on the artistic output helps to con-
textualise the motif changes and fiction-
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al strategies that authors have been app-
lying for decades. The publication is the
result of long-term scholarly cooperation
of specialists from four countries and sev-
eral dozen academic centres.
What's the Book about? - Primarily, it is
about  the  developing  conflict  between
Russia, on one hand, and America and
entire West on other hand. - The war in
Eastern  Ukraine  is  described,  in  this
Book, in a detailed way, particularly, the
summer of 2014 and January-February of
2015. More than one chapter of the Book
is  devoted  to  the  essence  of  Putin
regime and the explanation of its antag-
onism with America. - One chapter of the
Book is devoted to the murder of Boris
Nemtsov and major criminals behind the
scene. -  Stagnation and decline of  the

Russian  social-economic  system  and
suffering  of  its  people,  especially  in
2014-2015,  is  addressed as  well.  (The
conclusions are based on multiple facts
and  figures).  -  This  is  accompanied  by
rapid rise of  Russia's  military  expendi-
tures and the upgrading of its military ca-
pabilities. Between 2013 and 2015 Rus-
sian real  military budget may increase
2.5 times! - The role of China (generally,
a  neutral  one)  in  this  Conflict  is  de-
scribed as well. The author is literate in
Mandarin, expert in China's Real econom-
ic potential,  China-Russia ties and Chi-
na's economic expansion in Central Asia.
One of the chapters is devoted to swift
rise of China-Israel relations in all areas.
Israel may well become an ideal media-
tor between America and China!


