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"Sure to become a game-changing guide to the future of good
food and healthy landscapes." —Dan Barber, chef and author of
The Third Plate Prepare to set aside what you think you know
about yourself and microbes. The Hidden Half of Nature reveals
why good health—for people and for plants—depends on Earth’s
smallest creatures. Restoring life to their barren yard and recover-
ing from a health crisis, David R. Montgomery and Anne Biklé dis-
cover astounding parallels between the botanical world and our
own bodies. From garden to gut, they show why cultivating benefi-
cial microbiomes holds the key to transforming agriculture and
medicine.
A  comprehensive  field  guide  to  the  wildflowers  of  the  Lone Star
State In Wildflowers of Texas, Michael Eason describes and illus-
trates more than 1,100 commonly encountered species, both na-
tive  and introduced.  The book is  organized by flower  color,  with
helpful color coding along the page edges making it easy to navi-
gate.  Each  profile  is  illustrated  with  a  color  photograph  and  in-
cludes the plant’s Latin name, family, common name, habitat,
bloom time, frequency of occurrence, and a short description of
the plant’s morphology.
Presents advice on how to improve growing soil, discussing some
of the current misconceptions about soil and providing the best
methods for adding enhancements that will  produce nutrient--
dense foods.
Intrepid international explorer, biologist, and photographer Mark
W.  Moffett,  "the  Indiana  Jones  of  entomology,"  takes  us  around
the globe on a strange and colorful journey in search of the hid-
den world of ants. In tales from Nigeria, Indonesia, the Amazon,
Australia, California, and elsewhere, Moffett recounts his entomo-
logical exploits and provides fascinating details on how ants live
and how they dominate their ecosystems through strikingly hu-
man behaviors, yet at a different scale and a faster tempo. Moffet-
t’s spectacular close-up photographs shrink us down to size, so
that we can observe ants in familiar roles; warriors, builders, big-
game hunters, and slave owners. We find them creating market-
places and assembly lines and dealing with issues we think of as
uniquely human—including hygiene, recycling, and warfare. Ad-
ventures among Ants introduces some of the world’s most awe-in-
spiring species and offers a startling new perspective on the lim-
its of our own perception. • Ants are world-class road builders,
handling  traffic  problems  on  thoroughfares  that  dwarf  our  high-
way systems in their complexity • Ants with the largest societies
often  deploy  complicated  military  tactics  •  Some  ants  have
evolved from hunter-gatherers into farmers, domesticating other
insects and growing crops for food
In Teaming with Microbes, Jeff Lowenfels revealed the fascinating
facts around the soil food web, all the tiny organisms that live in

soil and aid a plants growth. In Teaming with Nutrients, he ex-
plored how those organisms aid in the uptake of nutrients. And in
Teaming with Fungi, he detailed the symbiotic relationship be-
tween plants and fungi—the most important organism living in
the soil. In his new book Teaming with Bacteria, Lowenfels digs in-
to the new science behind how endophytic bacteria supply nutri-
ents to a large array of plants and explains, in accessible lan-
guage, how this information applies to home gardeners, small-s-
cale farmers, and cannabis growers. Based on cutting-edge sci-
ence that will help gardeners increase plant health and productivi-
ty, Teaming with Bacteria is a must-have addition to every organ-
ic gardener’s library.
ULTRA Powerful Pest and Disease Control Solution Make all-Natu-
ral Pesticide. Farm at $100 per acre a year. Everything you need
to know to: Go completely organic Boost quality and yield Save
huge, huge, HUGE costs Make all-natural fertilizer, pesticide, and
microorganism inputs yourself. JADAM’s ultimate objective is to
bring farming back to farmers. Through JADAM’s method, farming
can become ultra-low-cost, completely organic, and farmers can
once again become the masters of farming. Farmers will possess
the knowledge, method, and technology of farming. When organ-
ic farming becomes easy, effective, and inexpensive, it can finally
become a practical alternative. Farmers, consumers, and Mother
Nature will all rejoice in this splendid new world we wish to open.
You will learn many useful new methods including increasing mi-
crobial diversity and population, boosting soil minerals, tackling
soil  compaction,  reducing salt  levels,  raising soil  fertility,  and
more. This book also shows you how to make natural pesticides
that can replace chemical ones. He started organic farming and
raised animals himself from 1991 in Asan, Chungnam province.
He went on to establish "Jadam Organic Farming" and started to
promote this farming system through books and website (www.ja-
dam.kr).  He  established "Jadam Natural  Pesticide  Institute"  in
2002 from where he continued his  research while  integrating
knowledge from many experienced farmers which led to the com-
pletion of the system of ultra-low-cost Jadam organic farming. He
invented and developed many technologies for a natural pesti-
cide  which  he  voluntarily  did  not  patent  but  rather  shared
through books and website. His "Natural Pesticide Workshops"
teaches the essence of ultra-low-cost JADAM organic farming. Lec-
tures, too, are disclosed on JADAM website(en.jadam.kr).
“Walks any would-be arborist through a veritable dictionary of
trees, from abelias to zenobias.” —The New York Times Book Re-
view Pruning is an indispensable part of garden maintenance, but
it  is  also one of  the most difficult.  Successful  pruning requires a
thorough knowledge of  a plant’s  growth and flowering habits.  In
Essential Pruning Techniques Tony Kirkham—the head of the ar-
boretum and gardens at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew—shares
his  decades of  knowledge and expertise and expands on the
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groundbreaking work done by George E. Brown. Step-by-step pho-
tographs  clearly  show the  general  principles  of  pruning,  and
profiles  of  379 woody plants  include advice  on  habit,  attributes,
reasons for pruning, and the best time to prune. Essential Pruning
Techniques is a must-have reference for home gardeners and pro-
fessionals.
Develop mature compost right in your garden. Barbara Pleasant
and Deborah Martin explain their six-way compost gardening sys-
tem in this informative guide that will have you rethinking how
you create and use your compost. With your plants and compost
living together from the beginning, your garden will become a
nourishing and organic environment that encourages growth and
sustainability. You’ll  also find that the enriched soil  requires less
tending, weeding, and mulching, so you can do less back-break-
ing work for the same lush, beautiful results.
From the bestselling author of Teaming with Microbes and Team-
ing with Nutrients Teaming with Fungi is an important guide to
mycorrhizae and the role they play in agriculture, horticulture,
and hydroponics. Almost every plant in a garden forms a relation-
ship with fungi, and many plants would not exist without their fun-
gal partners. By better understanding this relationship, gardeners
can take advantage of the benefits of fungi, which include an in-
creased uptake in nutrients, resistance to drought, earlier fruit-
ing, and more. Learn how the fungi interact with plants and how
to best to employ them in your home garden.
A totally new category of plants — as easy to grow as tomatoes,
perfect for gardeners Cannabis prohibition is ending around the
world, and there’s a new bud in town — auto-flowering cannabis.
As easy to grow as tomatoes, auto-flowering cannabis is the per-
fect new plant for the home gardener who has limited time and
space. Unlike commercially grown cannabis, auto-flowering cann-
abis plants are small,  container-grown, day-neutral, require no
special lights or equipment, and grow incredibly fast – from seed
to harvest in as little as seven weeks. Written by gardening au-
thority Jeff Lowenfels, DIY Auto-flowering Cannabis is a full-color,
illustrated guide for everyone wanting to grow their own. It cov-
ers:  The  history  and  benefits  of  auto-flowering  cannabis  Its  ori-
gins, chemistry, and growing habits Step-by-step growing meth-
ods, including tips, tricks, supplies, and seed sourcing How to har-
vest, process, and breed your new plants. If you are a home gar-
dener or already grow cannabis, you too can learn how to grow
this new plant with ease, all while reaping its many benefits, such
as harvesting it for medical use, recreational use, or simply as a
decorative, sweet-smelling flower to enjoy. If you like to grow to-
matoes, you will love growing auto-flowering cannabis.
The #1 Best Selling Book on Kindle Downloaded by over 10,000
people... Teaming With Microbes: 3 Golden Rules That Help You
Become the Best Organic Gardener You will receive the most valu-
able advice on organic gardening by James S. Roman- who has
over  20  years  of  organic  gardening  experience  offers  LIMITED
TIME OFFER ONLY $2.99 As the author of this book, with more
than 20 years of  organic gardening experience,  I  believe this
book will be a great source of reference for all those who are just
starting gardening, who have done it, Perennial gardens, manu-
facturers of small and medium-sized food products and anyone
who intends to create clean products for their own families. This
book contains three essential and extremely important rules for
gardeners that give you a comprehensive view of the entire pro-
cess of treating contaminated soil, creating a large amount of or-
ganic fertilizer, how to eradicate weeds without hands, how to
use natural enemies to kill pests ... all 3 rules are well written and
clearly explained to help you easily understand and apply in prac-
tice Here's a preview of exactly what you'll learn: Chapter 1: The
importance of land with gardeners Chapter 2: Food web in the

soil Chapter 3: Rule 1: clean the land What is contaminated soil?
The smartest methods for treating contaminated soil Method of
creating organic fertilizer Land improvement method is fast and
effective Chapter 4: Rule 2: clean the grass Weed Control Hand-
s-Free weeding: Preventing Weeds Need Not Be A Chore Chapter
5: Rule 3: Clean medicine Using Plant protection drugs and harm
to plants Methods to kill pests are simple and safe Chapter 6: Top
tips for gardeners Don ́t delay any more seconds, scroll back up,
DOWNLOAD your copy NOW for only $ 2.99 and start teaming
with microbes: 3 golden rules that help you become the best or-
ganic gardener TODAY
Covering a broad array of landscape plants, including edibles,
flowering  and  fruiting  trees  and  shrubs,  evergreens,  and  peren-
nials,  horticulturist Jessica Walliser takes a deep dive into the
emerging category of  compact plants.  Whether short,  narrow,
columnar, or dwarf, this new and exciting group of plants pro-
vides  the  same  decorative  function  as  full-sized  ornamental
plants, but in a fraction of the space. Plus, edible compact plants
offer comparable productivity, without having to add more square
footage to the garden. In this comprehensive guide, Jessica uses
her numerous contacts in the seed and plant production world to
give space-challenged gardeners a heads up on what's new, as
well as re-introducing a few traditional small-footprint favorites.
In both urban and suburban neighborhoods, yards are shrinking,
and big plants and gardens require too much maintenance for to-
day's time-starved homeowners.  If  you're searching for  plants
that  require  less  space and reduced day-to-day maintenance,
dwarf shrubs and other compact plants to the rescue! With little
to no pruning required, columnar trees, dwarf shrubs, mini veg-
gies,  short-statured  perennials,  and  other  compact  plants  fill  a
much-needed niche. In the Gardener's Guide to Compact Plants,
you'll discover fantastic, brand new dwarf and compact plant vari-
eties you didn't even know existed. And, you'll learn how to grow
more flowers, fruits, and veggies than ever before, no matter how
much—or how little—space you have. It's the perfect book for
homeowners with small yards, urban gardeners, container grow-
ers, or anyone looking to grow a beautiful and productive small-s-
cale garden.
In this eloquent plea for compassion and respect for all species,
journalist and gardener Nancy Lawson describes why and how to
welcome wildlife to our backyards. Through engaging anecdotes
and  inspired  advice,  profiles  of  home  gardeners  throughout  the
country, and interviews with scientists and horticulturalists, Law-
son applies the broader lessons of ecology to our own outdoor
spaces. Detailed chapters address planting for wildlife by choos-
ing native species; providing habitats that shelter baby animals,
as well as birds, bees, and butterflies; creating safe zones in the
garden; cohabiting with creatures often regarded as pests; letting
nature be your garden designer; and encouraging natural process-
es  and  evolution  in  the  garden.  The  Humane  Gardener  fills  a
unique niche in describing simple principles for both attracting
wildlife  and  peacefully  resolving  conflicts  with  all  the  creatures
that  share  our  world.
Combines practical wisdom on ecological design and communi-
ty-building with a fresh, green perspective on an age-old subject.
Activist and urban gardener Heather Flores shares her nine-step
permaculture design to help farmsteaders and city dwellers alike
build fertile soil, promote biodiversity, and increase natural habi-
tat in their own "paradise gardens." This joyful lifestyle manual in-
spires readers to apply the principles of the paradise garden--sim-
plicity, resourcefulness, creativity, mindfulness, and community---
to all aspects of life. Plant "guerrilla gardens" in barren intersec-
tions and medians; organize community meals; start a street the-
ater troupe or host a local art swap; free your kitchen from refrig-
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eration and enjoy truly fresh, nourishing foods from your own plot
of land; work with children to create garden play spaces. Flores
cares passionately about the damaged state of our environment
and our throwaway society. Here, she shows us how to reclaim
the earth, one garden at a time.--From publisher description.
Bio-activated charcoal — called biochar — is the new darling of or-
ganic gardeners, embraced for its outstanding abilities to enrich
the soil and improve plant growth. Gardening with Biochar is the
first comprehensive guide to understanding, making, and using it
effectively  in  the  home  garden.  In  this  highly  accessible  hand-
book,  long-time  garden  writer  Jeff  Cox  explains  what  biochar  is
and provides detailed instructions for how it can be made from
wood or  other kinds of  plant  material,  along with specific guide-
lines for using it  to enrich soil,  prevent erosion, and enhance
plant growth. Now widely available at garden centers, biochar is
also being lauded for its ability to sequester carbon in the soil,
making it good for the health of the planet, as well as the plants.
“Updated for its 30th anniversary edition; [This book] remains as
relevant as ever.”—New York Times Book Review Since its origi-
nal publication in 1989, The New Organic Grower has been one of
the most important farming books available, with pioneer Eliot
Coleman leading the charge in the organic movement in the Unit-
ed States. Now fully illustrated and updated, this 30th Anniver-
sary Edition is a must-have for any agricultural library. Eliot Cole-
man’s books and innovative methods have helped innumerable
organic farmers build successful farms in deep accordance with
nature. The wisdom in this seminal book holds true even as the
modern agricultural canon has grown—in large part due to Cole-
man’s influence as a wise elder with decades of experience. New
information has been included in this edition to showcase the
new tools and techniques that Eliot has been developing over the
last thirty-five years. Inspired by the European intensive growers,
The New Organic Grower, 30th Anniversary Edition, offers a very
approachable and productive form of farming that has proven to
work well for the earth and its stewards for centuries. Gardeners
working on 2.5 acres or less will  find this book especially useful,
as  it  offers  proof  that  small-scale  market  growers  and  serious
home gardeners can live good lives close to the land and make a
profit  at  the  same  time.  The  New  Organic  Grower  is  ideal  for
young farmers just getting started, or gardeners seeking to ex-
pand into a more productive enterprise. New material in this edi-
tion includes: Beautiful color photographs throughout, taken by
master gardener and author Barbara Damrosch (Eliot’s wife and
co-farmer) Updated information throughout on how Eliot’s prac-
tices have changed through his experiments over the years A
new  section  from  Damrosch  about  incorporating  flowers  on  the
small farm More information on new tools Eliot has invented that
don’t appear in any of his other books
"This book will teach you everything you need to know about feed-
ing your garden, orchard or smallholding with homemade and
chemical-free 'teas'. It is packed with recipes for creating nutrien-
t-rich, healthy soil, to give you healthy plants and ecosystems. Au-
thor, Eric Fisher, provides an in depth history of organic agricul-
ture and the rise in chemical inputs. He then goes on to explore
the importance of nutrients, their cycles and the structure of soil.
This enables the reader to truly understand their soil and own
ecosystem, so they can manage it properly. Once we understand
how soil and nutrients work, it is easier to diagnose the problems
and find a natural remedy. Eric provides recipes for a wide range
of  compost  teas  that  can  remedy  many  different  problems,  as
well  as for natural  pesticides and insecticides.  Eric shows the
reader how to use the plants growing around them to create th-
ese 'teas', using aerobic and anaerobic processes, as well as how
to grow specific plants to encourage beneficial insects for healthy

ecosystems. Eric's aim is for growers to feel confident in diagnos-
ing plant disease and pest problems, and then be able to create
the right remedy for the problem. If we can care for the health of
our plants and soil without using chemicals, we can save money,
encourage others to do the same, and show agri-business that
their chemical inputs are not necessary."--Provided by publisher.
Outlines proven, sustainable methods for growing healthy food
and plants that contribute to a healthy planet and a healthy you.
Grow vigorous, more pest-resistant vegetables, flowers and orna-
mental plants by using complete and balanced nutrients -- far be-
yond the simplistic, imbalanced concept of NPK. Healthy soil does-
n't happen just by composting, fertilizing or companion planting.
It happens by using a holistic approach -- outlined in this book
and crafted right in your garden.
Principles and farm-tested practices for no-till market gardening---
for healthier, more productive soil! From the host of the popular
The No-Till Market Garden Podcast—heard around the world with
over 850k downloads! Discovering how to meet the soil’s needs is
the key task for every market gardener. In this comprehensive
guide, Farmer Jesse Frost shares all he has learned through expe-
rience and experimentation with no-till  practices on his  home
farm in Kentucky and from interviews and visits with highly suc-
cessful market gardeners in his role as host of The No-Till Market
Garden Podcast. The Living Soil Handbook is centered around the
three basic principles of no-till market gardening: Disturb the soil
as little as possible Keep it covered as much as possible Keep it
planted as much as possible. Farmer Jesse then guides readers in
applying those principles to their own garden environment, with
their own materials, to meet their own goals. Beginning with an
exploration of  the importance of  photosynthesis  to living soil,
Jesse provides in-depth information on: Turning over beds Using
compost  and  mulch  Path  management  Incorporating  biology,
maintaining  fertility  Cover  cropping  Diversifying  plantings
through intercropping Production methods for seven major crops
Throughout, the book emphasizes practical information on all the
best tools and practices for growers who want to build their liveli-
hood around maximizing the health of their soil. Farmer Jesse re-
minds growers that “as possible” is the mantra for protecting the
living soil: disturb the soil as little as you possibly can in your con-
text. He does not believe that growers should anguish over what
does and does not qualify as “no-till.” If you are using a tool to
promote soil life and biology, that’s the goal. Jesse’s goal with
The Living Soil Handbook is to provide a comprehensive set of op-
tions,  materials,  and  field-tested  practices  to  inspire  growers  to
design a soil-nurturing no-till system in their unique garden or
farm ecosystem. "[A] practical, informative debut. . . .Gardeners
interested in sustainable agriculture will find this a great place to
start."—Publishers  Weekly  "Frost  offers  a  comprehensive,  sci-
ence-based, sympathetic, wholly practical guide to soil building,
that most critical factor in vegetable gardening for market grow-
ers and home gardeners alike. A gift to any vegetable plot that
will keep on giving."—Booklist (starred review)
"This book gives farmers, growers and gardeners information and
a visual guide to the plants which can be used to improve soil
quality without the use of agrichemicals"--
Revitalize your garden—and go beyond compost—by making your
own biologically diverse inoculants and mineral-rich amendments
using leaf mold, weeds, eggshells,  bones, and other materials
available for little or no cost! In The Regenerative Grower’s Guide
to Garden Amendments, experimental gardener and author Nigel
Palmer provides practical, detailed instructions that are accessi-
ble to every grower who wants to achieve a truly sustainable gar-
den ecosystem—all while enjoying better results at a fraction of
the cost of commercial fertilizer products. These recipes go be-



4

4 Teaming With Microbes The Organic Gardeners Guide To The Soil Food Web Revised Edition 2-04-2023

yond fertilizer replacement, resulting in greater soil biological ac-
tivity and mineral availability. They also increase pest and dis-
ease resistance, yields, and nutrient density. Recipes include: Ex-
tracting nutrients from plant residues using simple rainwater tech-
niques Extracting minerals from bones and shells using vinegar
Fermenting  plant  juices  and  fish  Culturing  indigenous  microor-
ganisms (IMO) Inspired by the work of many innovative traditional
agricultural pioneers, especially Cho Ju-Young (founder of the Ko-
rean Natural Farming method), The Regenerative Grower’s Guide
to Garden Amendments also includes a primer on plant-soil inter-
action, instructions for conducting a soil test, and guidance on
compost,  cover  cropping,  mulching,  measuring  the  quality  of
fruits and vegetables using a refractometer, and other aspects of
sustainable gardening—making it a must-have resource for any
serious grower.
Chronicle of the unmaking of a gardener with explorations into
the ecology of backyard gardens.
Ed  Rosenthal’s  Cannabis  Grower’s  Handbook  is  the  definitive
guide for all cultivators—from first-time home growers to experi-
enced large-scale commercial cannabis operators. The Grower’s
Handbook breaks down the fundamentals of marijuana cultivation
and demonstrates their practical applications in gardens of any
size. Learn new techniques to maximize yield and efficiency and
to grow bigger, more potent resinous buds! Cannabis Grower’s
Handbook covers the newest lighting technologies such as LED
and adjustable spectrum bulbs; permaculture and regenerative
farming techniques; advanced drying and curing methods and
strategies;  comprehensive  integrated  pest  management;  and
over a dozen specialized garden setups. Still  deciding what to
grow? This guide will help you choose among the many options
from innovative breeders, which now include autoflowering plants
and CBD and CBG varieties of hemp. With over 600 pages of full--
color  photos,  this  grower’s  guide presents  the latest  science,
tools, and methods to enable you to grow a cannabis garden of
any size,  anywhere—indoors or out.  Ed Rosenthal’s books are
known for their easy-to-understand and trend-setting content and
have educated millions of growers—hobbyists and professional
cultivators alike consider Ed’s books their go-to guides. This fully
updated edition of Ed’s groundbreaking Marijuana Grower’s Hand-
book comes at a time when more people than ever before can le-
gally grow cannabis and want to know how to maximize their
yields. Once again, Ed shows you how, this time drawing on the
contributions and research of the pioneers and leaders in the le-
gal cannabis industry, as well as from professors at leading horti-
cultural schools at the University of California at Davis, Cornell
University, the University of Connecticut, and Oaksterdam Univer-
sity.  Two  new co-authors  have  contributed  their  expertise  to
Cannabis Grower’s Handbook: Dr. Robert Flannery holds a Ph.D.
in plant biology and is the founder of Dr. Robb Farms, a licensed
cannabis producer in California. Angela Bacca is an editor and
journalist who has specialized in cannabis content for over ten
years  and edited the 2010 edition of  the Marijuana Grower’s
Handbook. Dr. Robb and Angela Bacca join Ed Rosenthal to bring
the must-have Cannabis Grower's Handbook to a rapidly "grow-
ing" audience.
Part of the NOFA Guides series. Information on composting tech-
niques, including: Principles and biology of composting Tempera-
ture, aeration and moisture control Composting methods Mate-
rials (additives and inoculants, biodynamic preparations) About
costs (site preparation, equipment, labor and time) What do you
do with it? Compost tea and other brewed microbial cultures Com-
post and the law With extended appendices including a recipe cal-
culator, potting mix recipes, and a sample compost production
budget sheet.

The key to growing healthy, beautiful plants is good soil. This
practical all-region guide helps you understand the unique charac-
teristics of your garden's soil and build its natural fertility using or-
ganic and sustainable methods. Written by soil and horticulture
experts from across North America, it emphasizes the importance
of nurturing a diverse ecosystem of beneficial soil organisms, us-
ing recycled and renewable organic amendments and mulches,
planting nutrient-enhancing cover crops and ornamentals, and se-
lecting plants that adapt with ease to your site conditions.
Sets the standard for indoor gardening with lights worldwide. Van
Patten  unlocks  the  world  of  indoor  gardneing  under  fluorescent
and high intensity  discharge (HID)  lamps,  both of  which help
seedlings and low-light plants start earlier and grow stronger.
Combining the basics of gardening and electrical lighting know-
how in one easy-to-use volume, he shows readers of all levels
how to get the most out of hydroponics.
True Living Organics teaches you how to grow organic marijuana
both indoors and outdoors. It is the only organic marijuana cultiva-
tion  guide  on  the  market.  The  first  edition  sold  over  15,000
copies, and the new edition has over 100 additional pages of all
new information and photos detailing how to grow marijuana or-
ganically so that it is healthier and tastes better. Organic marijua-
na is preferred for medical marijuana users as well as recreation-
al marijuana users, and growing organic marijuana is much cheap-
erthan synthetic hydroponic marijuana cultivation systems. This
new edition features all new composting techniques, improved
soil mixes for maximizing yield, and all new techniques for organ-
ic marijuana gardening, including worm farms, organic tea mixes,
and highly effective organic soil amendments. Also includes an all
new organic hashish guide which teaches you how to make all-na-
tural organic hash from marijuana without the use of any danger-
ous chemicals.
This is your down-to-earth, complete manual for achieving great
gardening results with your own rich, organic soil! How do you
recognize healthy soil? How much can your existing soil be im-
proved? What are the best amendments to use for your soil? Let
Building Soil answer your questions and be your guide on garden-
ing from the ground up! Fertilizing, tilling, weed management,
and irrigation all affect the quality of your soil. Using author Eliza-
beth Murphy's detailed instructions, anyone can become a suc-
cessful soil-based gardener, whether you want to start a garden
from scratch or improve an existing garden. If you want methods
that won't break your back, are good for the environment, and
create  high-yielding  and  beautiful  gardens  of  all  shapes  and
sizes, this is the book for you! Create classic landscape gardens,
grow a high-yielding orchard, nurture naturally beautiful lawns,
raise  your  household  veggies,  or  run  a  profitable  farm.  A  soil-
based approach allows you to see not just the plants, but the liv-
ing  system  that  grows  them.  Soil-building  practices  promote
more ecologically friendly gardening by reducing fertilizer and
pesticide  use,  sequestering greenhouse gases,  and increasing
overall garden productivity. Building Soil is a simple book full of
practical, up-to-date information about building healthy soils. Sim-
ple methods perfect for the home gardener's use put healthy, or-
ganic soil within everyone's reach. You don't need a degree in soil
management to understand this book; you only need a yard or
garden and the desire to improve it at the most basic level.
In Organic Gardening Charles Dowding shares the philosophy,
tips and techniques that have enabled him to run a successful or-
ganic garden supplying local restaurants and shops for over 25
years. * Forget the 'received wisdom' about gardening. Observe
what is going on in the soil and with your plants, in your own gar-
den and climate. * Respect and encourage life as much as you
can, chiefly by spreading good compost or manure. * There is no
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need to dig in compost and manure - just spread it on top and let
worms take it in. Digging can harm soil structure, and is not help-
ful to plants. Based on his experience of using a system of perma-
nent raised beds, Charles takes you through a delicious variety of
fruit and vegetables: explaining what to choose, when to plant
and harvest, and how best to avoid pests and diseases. With sim-
ple recipes for your fresh-picked produce, this second edition fea-
tures new photographs and more tips and advice.
When we use chemical fertilizers, we injure the microbial life that
sustains plants, and then become increasingly dependent on an
arsenal of  toxic substances.  Teaming with Microbes offers an al-
ternative to this vicious circle, and details how to garden in a way
that strengthens, rather than destroys, the soil food web. You'll
discover that healthy soil is teeming with life-not just earthworms
and insects, but a staggering multitude of bacteria, fungi, and
other microorganisms.
Build healthy soil and grow better plants Robert Pavlis, a garden-
er for over four decades, debunks common soil myths, explores
the rhizosphere, and provides a personalized soil fertility improve-
ment  program  in  this  three-part  popular  science  guidebook.
Healthy soil means thriving plants. Yet untangling the soil food
web and optimizing your soil health is beyond most gardeners,
many of whom lack an in-depth knowledge of the soil ecosystem.
Soil Science for Gardeners is an accessible, science-based guide
to understanding soil fertility and, in particular, the rhizosphere –
the thin layer of liquid and soil surrounding plant roots, so vital to
plant health. Coverage includes: Soil biology and chemistry and
how plants and soil interact Common soil health problems, includ-
ing analyzing soil's fertility and plant nutrients The creation of a
personalized plan for improving your soil fertility, including sett-
ing  priorities  and  goals  in  a  cost-effective,  realistic  time  frame.
Creating the optimal conditions for nature to do the heavy lifting
of building soil fertility Written for the home gardener, market gar-
dener, and micro-farmer, Soil Science for Gardeners is packed
with information to help you grow thriving plants.
Just as Teaming with Microbes introduced readers to the soil food
web, Teaming with Bacteria will introduce the latest research on
endophytic bacteria and rhizophagy—discoveries that have pro-
found implications for the practices of home gardeners and small-
-scale growers.
In Mycorrhizal Planet, Michael Phillips offers new insights into the
invisible world beneath our feet, explaining the crucial, symbiotic
role that fungi play in everything from healthy plants to healthy
soils to a healthy planet.--COVER.
A 2014 Garden Writers Association Media Award Winner Just as
he  demystified  the  soil  food  web  in  his  ground-breaking  book
Teaming with Microbes,  in  this  new work Jeff Lowenfels  explains
the basics of plant nutrition from an organic gardener’s perspec-
tive. Most gardeners realize that plants need to be fed but know
little or nothing about the nature of the nutrients and the mech-
anisms involved. In his trademark down-to-earth, style, Lowenfels
explains the role of both macronutrients and micronutrients and
shows gardeners how to provide these essentials through organ-
ic, easy-to-follow techniques. Along the way, Lowenfels gives the
reader easy-to-grasp lessons in the biology, chemistry, and bo-
tany needed to understand how nutrients get into the plant and
what they do once they’re inside.
Build a natural pond for wildlife, beauty, and quiet contemplation
Typical backyard ponds are a complicated mess of pipes, pumps,
filters, and nasty chemicals designed to adjust pH and keep algae
at bay. Hardly the bucolic, natural ecosystem beloved by drag-
onflies, frogs, and songbirds. The antidote is a natural pond, free
of hassle, cost, and complexity and designed as a fully functional
ecosystem, ideal for biodiversity, swimming, irrigation, and quiet

contemplation.  Building  Natural  Ponds  is  the  first  step-by-step
guide to designing and building natural ponds that use no pumps,
filters,  chemicals,  or  electricity  and  mimic  native  ponds  in  both
aesthetics and functionality. Highly illustrated with how-to draw-
ings and photographs,  coverage includes: Understanding pond
ecosystems and natural  algae control  Planning,  design,  siting,
and  pond  aesthetics  Step-by-step  guidance  for  construction,
plants and fish, and maintenance and trouble shooting Scaling up
to large ponds, pools, bogs, and rain gardens. Whether you're a
backyard gardener looking to add a small serene natural water
feature  or  a  homesteader  with  visions  of  a  large  pond  for  fish,
swimming, and irrigation, Building Natural Ponds is the complete
guide to building ponds in tune with nature, where plants, in-
sects, and amphibians thrive in blissful serenity. Robert Pavlis , a
Master Gardener with over 40 years of gardening experience, is
owner and developer of Aspen Grove Gardens, a six-acre botani-
cal garden featuring over 2,500 varieties of plants. A well-respect-
ed speaker and teacher, Robert has published articles in Mother
Earth News , Ontario Gardening magazine, the widely read blog
GardenMyths.com, which explodes common gardening myths and
gardening information site GardenFundamentals.com.
Garden Myths examines over 120 horticultural  urban legends.
Turning wisdom on its head, Robert Pavlis dives deep into traditio-
nal garden advice and debunks the myths and misconceptions
that abound. He asks critical questions and uses science-based in-
formation to understand plants and their  environment.  Armed
with the truth, Robert then turns this knowledge into easy-to-fol-
low advice. - Is fall the best time to clean the garden? - Do bloom
boosters work?- Will citronella plants reduce mosquitoes in the
garden?- Do pine needles acidify soil?- Should tomatoes be suck-
ered?- Should trees be staked at planting time? - Can burlap keep
your trees warm in winter?- Will a pebble tray increase humidity
for houseplants? "Garden Myths is a must-read for anyone who
wants to use environmentally sound practices. This fascinating
and informative book will help you understand plants better, re-
duce unnecessary work, convince you to buy fewer products and
help you enjoy gardening more."
ALA Best Book for Young Adults ∙ School Library Journal Best
Book ∙ Publishers Weekly Best Book ∙ IRA/CBC Children's Choice
∙ NCTE Notable Children's Book in the Language Arts A Viet-
namese girl plants six lima beans in a Cleveland vacant lot. Look-
ing down on the immigrant-filled neighborhood, a Romanian wom-
an watches suspiciously. A school janitor gets involved, then a Gu-
atemalan family. Then muscle-bound Curtis, trying to win back La-
teesha. Pregnant Maricela. Amir from India. A sense of communi-
ty sprouts and spreads. Newbery-winning author Paul Fleischman
uses thirteen speakers  to  bring to  life  a  community  garden's
founding and first year. The book's short length, diverse cast, and
suitability for adults as well as children have led it to be used in
countless one-book reads in schools and in cities across the coun-
try. Seedfolks has been drawn upon to teach tolerance, read in
ESL classes,  promoted by urban gardeners,  and performed in
schools and on stages from South Africa to Broadway. The book's
many tributaries—from the author's immigrant grandfather to his
adoption of two brothers from Mexico—are detailed in his forth-
coming memoir, No Map, Great Trip: A Young Writer's Road to
Page One. "The size of this slim volume belies the profound mes-
sage of hope it contains." —Christian Science Monitor And don’t
miss Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices, the Newbery Medal-winn-
ing poetry collection!
Healthy soil teems with life—not just earthworms and insects, but
a  staggering  multitude  of  bacteria,  fungi,  and  other  microor-
ganisms. Chemical fertilizers injure the microbial life that sustains
healthy plants, and the soil becomes increasingly dependent on
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artificial,  often  toxic,  substances.  But  there  is  an  alternative:  by
strengthening the soil  food web—the complex world of  soil-d-
welling  organisms—gardeners  can  create  a  nurturing  environ-
ment for plants. Teaming with Microbes extols the benefits of cul-
tivating the soil food web. It clearly explains the activities and or-
ganisms that make up the web, and explains how gardeners can
cultivate the life of the soil through the use of compost, mulches,
and compost tea. With Jeff Lowenfels’ help, everyone—from devo-
tees of organic gardening techniques to weekend gardeners who
simply want to grow healthy, vigorous plants—can create rich,
nurturing, living soil.
Growing awareness of the importance of soil health means that

microbes are on the minds of even the most casual gardeners. Af-
ter all, anyone who has ever attempted to plant a thriving patch
of  flowers  or  vegetables  knows  that  what  you  grow  is  only  as
good as the soil you grow it in. It is possible to create and main-
tain rich, dark, crumbly soil that’s teeming with life, using very
few inputs and a no-till, no-fertilizer approach. Certified permacul-
ture designer and lifelong gardener Diane Miessler presents the
science of soil health in an engaging, entertaining voice geared
for the backyard grower. She shares the techniques she has used
— including cover crops, constant mulching, and a simple-but-su-
percharged recipe for compost tea — to transform her own lands-
cape from a roadside dump for broken asphalt to a garden that
stops traffic, starting from the ground up.


